
C O N N E C T I O N
Bayshore

October/
November
Connections
October
17--deadline for
ordering offering
envelopes
23--Victer Chesmore
preaches
30--Trunk or Treat &
Haunted House

November
05--Parking Lot Sale
06--All Saints Service
06--Ordination of
Victer Chesmore 
06--LOFT 1st Sunday
Worship
19--Metropolitan
Ministries Tent Event
20--Advent
Decorating
23--Church office
CLOSED
27--1st Sunday of
Advent

A Word from Pastor Scott
I spent some time recently getting
better acquainted with the history of
Bayshore Baptist Church. As a few of
you know, it’s an interesting history!
Founded in 1926, the first pastor, a
charismatic-dream-big leader, led the
embryonic group to build its first
building. All was going fairly well until
1929. Debt almost bankrupted the
church with the advent of the Great
Depression.    
 

When the pastor left the rumors were
that the church would fold under a load
of debt and members who could barely
make ends meet during those early
30’s.   
 

But faithfulness won the day. The debt
was refinanced, and the church slowly
continued to grow in its place on
Howard and Mississippi. In fact it grew
to the point that they could dream
again about another facility. In the mid
50s an esteemed and long-term pastor
(Robert E Lee, from Mississippi – who
joked himself about his name – no
relation to the general!) led the church
to another building program.

OCT/
NOV
2022



Pastor Scott con'd

On Thanksgiving morning of 1956 the
current sanctuary was filled with
members and guests who finally were
able to worship on the corner of
Morrison and Mac Dill. By the way, it
took a lawsuit and ultimately a legislative
victory to get the zoning to build a
church on this spot!!! 
 

And the church has continued to thrive.
It has “spun off” and “incubated”
innumerable ministries in Tampa. Its
impact to date can only be calculated by
God. The stream of baptisms, sermons,
Bible studies, mission trips, youth
groups, and mission engagements will
only be fully known in eternity. 
 

Through good economies and tragic
ones, through positive church
movements and devilish ones, through
long-term pastors and short ones,
through cultures that honored church
commitment and cultures that seem to
undermine it … one thing has remained
consistent in the history of Bayshore
Baptist Church: a core of committed
Jesus-followers who love their church 

Deacon Devotion
by Jerry Ford

As a part of my morning devotional, I
often take a look at what Franciscan
writers have to say. Sometimes I am
comforted, occasionally I am
indifferent, but more often than not, I
am challenged. 

Last fall, I read the following from
Kerry Walters, a Christian author and
Professor emeritus of Philosophy at
Gettysburg College: 

“Francis took Christ’s teaching seriously.
He was too honest to read Scripture
selectively and too unsophisticated to
spin elaborate no-risk interpretations of
it. Instead, he championed the radical
notion that Christ meant what he said
when he spoke of love and poverty and
sacrifice. To presume otherwise is to
conclude that Christ was in the strange
habit of always saying one thing but
meaning something quite different.”

I was struck by that second sentence,
The observation stands as a
challenge to each of us. Lord, give us
the strength to set aside our biases
so that we can accept what you are
saying rather than hearing only what
we wish to hear. Give us the integrity
to accept those words and the
strength to act on them.  

and who seek by
prayer and sweat,
by time and
talents, by grit and
gifts, to serve God
with all their ability. 
 

What a joy to step
into this stream for
this season! 

Grace & Peace -
Scott



Connecting with 
Jane and Jerry Ford

Jane Ford was born in Washington, GA but
grew up in Murphy, NC. She returned to GA
and graduated from the Univ of GA. Jane
worked in Atlanta for a while before being
transferred to Washington, DC. There, she
worked in the Office of the Secretary of
Health, Education and Welfare. She loved
living in DC! 

Jerry Ford’s hometown was Los Angeles
near Glendale. He attended Cal State and
Southern Cal. He also moved to DC for a job 

by Jane Lang

that was originally thought to be six months. As it turned out, he was
“forced” to share an office with Jane. They became friends ... Jerry stayed
in DC ... and then they got married. Jerry and Jane’s son, Jon, was born in
Falls Church, VA. After Jon was born, Jerry and Jane reluctantly left DC
and moved to Atlanta where Jerry worked for Trust Company Bank (later
it became SunTrust). After six years in Atlanta and the birth of their
daughter, Elizabeth, SunTrust transferred the family to Orlando. In 1997,
the Fords moved to Tampa, and Jerry started his own business--Ford &
Associates, advising local governments.

Jerry and Jane's son Jon is now married, and he and his wife Joanna
have a five-year-old named Evie. The Fords’ daughter, Elizabeth, is
married to Adam Beeble, and they have three little boys!

When asked what they enjoy doing, Jane and Jerry reply, TRAVEL! Plus,
they also have a trivia team. Jerry also loves to fish, and he serves on a
Pit Crew for a racing team.

When the Fords moved to South Tampa, they visited Bayshore since it
was near the house they rented. Youth Pastor, Sam Hestorff called on
them and brought a loaf of bread. They felt so welcome here, they joined
us! Aren’t we lucky?! Since coming to Bayshore, Jerry has served as Chair
of the Finance Committee, and Ordained Deason, a member of the
Pastor Search Committee, and a member of a group that built the
shower trailer. Jane was instrumental in forming the First Nesters Ministry.
She also worked on the Rich House Project in Sulphur Springs, and the
Christmas Party in Sulphur Springs every year.

Please introduce yourselves to these wonderful people. You will be glad
you know them!

 







Adult Connections
Women's Morning 

Bible Study 
Wed 10:30am

 
Wellspring Women's Group 

Wed 6:30pm
 

Rev. Bill Scarle Bible Study 
Wed 6:30pm

 
Coffee with the Pastor 

Wed 6:30pm
 

Choir Rehearsal
 Wed 7:30pm

 
Tai Chi

Mon & Thurs 10:30am
 

Book Club
1st Thursday of the month

Offering Envelopes
If you would like
personalized offering
envelopes for 2023, please
email Deb dalexander@
bayshorebaptistchurch.co
m or fill out a form and
deposit it in the basket at
the front desk. The
deadline is October 17th. 
 

FOLLOW BAYSHORE ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
@BAYSHOREBAPTISTCHURCH

Adults
Volunteer for Metropolitan Ministries Holiday Tent Event

 

Bayshore Mission Team has two time slots this year--
you must pre-register at the link below to save a spot:

 
 http://bayshorebaptistmain.metromin.volunteerhub.com/

 
 Saturday, November 19th 8:30am-11:30am 
Saturday, December 17th 2:00pm-6:00pm 

SAVE THE DATE
Victer Chesmore's 

Ordination
Sunday, November 6

 1pm at Bayshore

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbayshorebaptistmain.metromin.volunteerhub.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CChristina.Moore%40metromin.org%7C4923e5d308ff40e8d61f08daa62b8aa6%7C591c1d1e70f9418cb5f0c8d6dc17bd3b%7C0%7C0%7C638005003192904473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1owHrDBok%2FC%2BUGjCrwubFYRoz%2BDOa2f1DulPr9BblSE%3D&reserved=0
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