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Advent: The Beginning 

Happy New Year! As the season before Christmas, Advent is considered the

beginning. The beginning…when everything changed! As we set aside time

this new church year to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth, we invite

you to pick up an Advent & Christmas devotional. You’ll find them located

in baskets throughout the first floor of our church. During Advent, may we

fill our hearts, our lives, and our world with hope, peace, joy, and love. A

prayer for and during Advent: Almighty God, who came to us long ago in

the birth of Jesus Christ, be born in us anew today by the power of your

Holy Spirit. We offer our lives as home to you and ask for grace and strength

to live as your faithful, joyful children always. Through Jesus Christ our

Lord, Amen (from A Guide to Prayer for Ministers and Other Servants).



Dawnings Update

As we enter into the month of December, we enter into the next phase of Dawnings: the
phase of discovering. The 3 groups listed below will spend time examining, discerning, and
praying over the data you have provided. Thank you! Here are the questions they will be
discussing:

·What are we hearing most often?
·What themes are rising to the top?
·What did you think you might hear that you didn’t?
·If God is telling us to change or eliminate something, how do we do this?
·Are there any outliers that aren’t being said?  

Your prayers for clarity and recognizing the Spirit’s prompting are truly appreciated. 

Group 1
Dina Marshall
Robert Wilson
Joan McClelland
Jeff Lekarczyk

Group 2
Alaina Mirabal
Steve McNichols
Sandi Wallace
Jon Pearce

Group 3
Christina Hiler
Mel Bower
Katie Daniel
T.J. Hunt-Felke

December Preaching Schedule
Dec. 5 – Mel Bower
Dec. 12 – Nick Dawson
Dec. 19 – Choir Christmas Special
Dec. 26 – Nick Dawson



THE BAYSHORE SPOTLIGHT IS ON MARY RAYMER

Mary is the daughter of Bob & Merle Jenkins. She has an older sister, Jo Ann.

They grew up on a small cotton farm in Taylor, TX. Mary was driving a

tractor at a very young age! She attended an elementary school with 2

rooms. One was for grades 1-3, and the other for grades 4-6. She attended

what’s now SW Texas University in San Marcos, TX. Mary met and married

Ken Raymer when he was in Navigator training for the Air Force. They spent

many years serving the Air Force in various places, beginning in

Sacramento, CA. From there they moved to Limestone, Maine, a B-52 Base.

It is located very near Canada, and they were grateful they were only there

from March-October because winters were bitterly cold. From Maine they

moved to Germany for 4 yrs, where their son, Blake, was born. The family

later moved to Denver, CO, where their daughter, Jennifer, was born. The

family was there 6 years during which time Ken served two tours in

Vietnam. The Raymers moved two more times – to Taipei, and the last tour

was here at MacDill AFB where they retired. Mary later took a Paralegal

course at HCC and went to work for a Tampa law firm where she worked 21

yrs. In 1998, she married John Martens, and they traveled a lot and enjoyed

their time together. They spent summers in North Carolina. Unfortunately,

John passed away on August 13th of this year. Mary enjoys playing bridge,

reading, gardening, and she is a GREAT COOK! She joined Bayshore Baptist

in 1996, and her daughter and son-in-law, Jennifer and Greg Mazer, also

attend church here. Mary is especially proud of her granddaughter, Katie

Mazer, who is active with the youth group at Bayshore and is a student at

Plant High School. Please say hello when you see Mary!



MISSION
MARKET

Our kids have been working hard
on Wednesday evenings making

items to sell at our annual Mission
Market.  All of the money from the

Market will go to one of our
mission partners, which the kids
will choose. Stop by the Market,
located in front of the Nursery

desk, to encourage and support
our kids as they do hands on

missions at Bayshore! 

adventadventadvent
202120212021

This book is a beautiful daily
devotion for the Advent Season.  

Families of elementary age
children received this gift at the
Advent Party as a way to focus
on "The Wonder of the Greatest

Gift...Jesus" 



Nick Dawson | ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com

Serving OUr Neighbors @ The Met Ministries Holiday Tent!

LOFT Christmas Party
Friday, Dec. 17th 6-8 p.m. in The
LOFT. All the fun of Christmases past
is back in The LOFT this year! We’ll
have pizza, games, prizes, and all
kinds of Christmas shenanigans!
Youth are invited to wear their best
Christmas swag for our “best dressed”
contest and bring a $10-or-less
wrapped gift for our white elephant
exchange. Don’t miss this awesomely
festive time with your LOFT family,
and feel free and welcomed to bring
friends!!



Adults
Bayshore offers a variety of wonderful Sunday School classes for adults.
Contact Tammy at tsnyder@bayshorebaptistchurch.com for more info.

 
Downstairs                            Room
Bill Scarle                             1474 (also available through Zoom)
Sharon Hickinbotham       1475

Upstairs
Jim Neill                               2113
Sam Ciccarello                    2121
Mel Bower                           2237
Judy Richman                     2456
Scott McClelland                2463

Thank you to this wonderful group of people who
beautifully decorated Bayshore just in time for the
Advent & Christmas seasons. Thanks goes to: Fred
Rogers, Tom Allyn, Dale Connors, Mike Babanats,
Rachel, Jason, and Gibbs Lee, Ellen, Brennan, and

Sutton Bower, Claire Snyder, Hunter Revord, Margaux
and Quay Snyder, Victer Chesmore, Ben Kirby, Larry

McDowell, Teresa Blankenship, Gloria Scarle, and
Grace Scarle.

We completed our Reconnect campaign! Thank you to
everyone who reconnected with our Bayshore family.
To those of you who live in gated communities, your

gift from the church will be mailed to you. If you know
of someone in the Bayshore family who did not receive

a visit, please let the staff know. THANK YOU for
spreading Bayshore’s love to our church family.



What: Christmas Party w/ our ALF Friends
and Neighbors
Where: Hyde Park ALF: 3011 W De Leon St,
Tampa, FL 33609
When: Wednesday December 15, 3–4 PM
Beginning Dec. 1st through Sunday, Dec.
12th, we’ll have a Friendship Tree next to
the Mission Market in our preschool
reception area. Simply take an ornament
and bring the items back to the church by
Dec. 12. At our party on the 15th, we will
shower our neighbors with a gift for each of
our 68 friends who live there. We are
grateful for everyone’s participation!   

Missions

Love INC is in need of assistance with
their furniture ministry. Volunteers are
needed especially Monday-Wednesday
from 9 a.m.–1 pm. Please respond to
the Help Center Coordinator Charles
Kutt (813) 222-5683. FYI: Love INC has
been a huge blessing to Bayshore, and
we are grateful to partner with them.

Offering for Global Missions
"Because Presence Matters" (Luke 24:13-35) is
our theme for our Global Missions Offering
for 2021-22. 100% of your gift to our
Christmas Eve offering will support our CBF
field personnel serving in the U.S. and
around the world. When you give, you
support the long-term presence of field
personnel in 19 countries as they cultivate
beloved community, bear witness to Jesus
Christ, and seek transformational
development among people & places
otherwise forgotten and forsaken by the
world. 

JADE AND SHELAH ACKER
KAMPALA, UGANDA

https://cbf.net/acker-give
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