
A final word from Alex

“The Lord said to Moses, ‘This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and

to Jacob, saying, I will give it to your descendants; I have let you see it with your

eyes, but you shall not cross over there.’” – Deuteronomy 34:4

I have always had a problem with God keeping Moses from entering the

Promised Land with the people. Moses led the people out of Egypt. Moses

received the commandments from God. Moses led the people through the

wilderness. Then, at the end of his life, God decided to keep Moses from

experiencing the fulfillment of a 40-year vision on account of a technicality.

What is that all about?
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I think I understand now. It was

never about Moses. Moses was a

great prophet and courageous leader,

but the vision was never Moses’, it

was God’s. God parted the waters and

rescued the Hebrews from the

Egyptians. God gave the people his

law. God led the people through the

wilderness. The Hebrews were God’s

people, and the Promised Land was

God’s idea for them. Moses was a

mere instrument that could have

been chosen among many. Like

Willie Nelson’s old guitar. It is just a

guitar, but when Willie plays, it has a

name: “Trigger.” In Willie’s hands,

Trigger makes beautiful music.

Five and a half years ago, the people

of this church called me to serve as

their pastor. By the time I arrived in

Tampa I was barely 30 years old with

only 4 years experience as a senior

minister. I was truthfully reluctant to

say "yes." Allison and I were settled in

Oxford, NC. We had just purchased a

home where we thought we would

raise our family. But, like Moses,

God sent a burning bush our way

which changed our life.

In Tampa, we followed a similar

pattern. We bought a home where

we planned to put down roots and 

raise our family. Our family of three

quickly grew to five, and we have

been happy here. To quote an old

friend, God has blessed us

immensely. We love Tampa, our

boy’s school, and the unique rhythm

of life this area offers. We have also

loved our time at Bayshore. This is a

special congregation, and we will

leave with nothing but happy

thoughts and memories in our

hearts.

But, like my frustration with Moses

and the Promised Land, I am a little

frustrated at God that I will not be

with you when you enter your next

Promised Land season as a church.

Just before COVID, I do not think I

have even known a church our size

that had as much momentum as we

had at Bayshore. We were growing,

not only in numbers but in faith.

Transformation was happening and

lives were changing. We were truly

beginning to live into our calling as a

welcoming, transforming, and

serving congregation. The spirit was

overflowing from Bayshore to our

community around us. Then came

the pandemic and everything came

to a screeching halt.



Oh, how I wish I could go back to

those days just before COVID with

the foresight to know what was to

come. I wish we could have been

better prepared. I wish we could have

avoided the difficulties of the last

year. I wish I could snap my fingers

and restore the energy we left in

March 2020. But, as these times have

taught us, life just is not the same

anymore. The Promised Land is still

our promise, but it will take a new

vision to make it there.

Back to Moses. I understand now. It

was never about Moses; it was about

God and what God was doing inside

Moses and among the people. God

was leading his people to the

Promised Land, and Moses was

committed entirely to God’s will.

That was enough for everyone.

I believe Bayshore’s best days are

ahead, and I am sad that I will not be

able to experience them with you as

your pastor. But you know what? It is

not about me. It is about God and

what God wants to do in the life of

God’s church. I am confident that

 

through the Dawnings discernment

process a new vision will be revealed

and Bayshore’s path to the Promised

Land will be made known. A new day

is dawning. I believe that with all my

heart. Trust the process. Be patient.

Support and encourage Tammy,

Nick, Melissa, and Deb. Support and

encourage the Dawnings team

members. Give them honest feedback

when asked. It will take everyone to

truly discern the place God is leading

you next.

I will be watching you from afar.

Perched up on a mountain like

Moses, I look forward to watching

Bayshore as you enter the Promised

Land. No one is rooting harder for

this church than me. Nobody believes

in this church more than me. Keep

welcoming everyone, with no

exceptions. Keep seeking to be

transformed into the image of Christ.

Keep serving one another and those

in need. And never forget that you are

better together.

Sincerely in Christ,

Alex



Adult Class in the Fellowship Hall
Youth Class in The LOFT
Kids Classes: babies, toddlers, preschool (3-5 year
olds), kindergarten-2nd grade, 3rd grade-5th
grade

We're so excited to announce that Sunday School
and Sunday morning childcare will resume at
Bayshore starting June 6th! These great classes will
be available in-person during the 9:30 Sunday
School hour:

During the worship hour, the nursery will be open
for babies through 5 year old preschoolers.
Children's Church will not resume quite yet.

We cannot wait for these important aspects of our
church community on Sunday mornings to resume!
Please feel free to reach out to the church staff with
any questions you might have.

We're Back!!



Beginning the weekend of June 11th and 12th, 2021, our Dawnings
team will spend time retreating as we seek God’s vision for
Bayshore.  In these early stages of this process, the team will be
asking our church family to pray for discernment in two specific
areas: 1) Who would God have Bayshore become? 2) What would
God have Bayshore do? While these questions are far-reaching, we
are confident they will open Spirit-driven potential and possibilities
in the days before us. Please pray for this team knowing the future
of Bayshore is in the hands of God who has amazing things instore
for this church community.

Team members include Dina Marshall, Mel Bower, Joan
McClelland, Steve McNichols, Katie Daniel, TJ Hunt-Felke, Sandi
Wallace, Jon Pearce, Robert Wilson, Christina Hiler, Alaina Mirabal,
and Jeff Lekarczyk.

New Members

Please join us in officially
welcoming the Clamons into
our Bayshore family! David &
Sophie have 4 children: Libby,
Cora, Susie, & Edward. Be sure
to get to know this wonderful
familly and let them know how
excited we are to have them at
Bayshore! 



Family Fun Night



Our beach day at Ft. De Soto Park is set for Saturday, June 19th!
We’ll meet at the church at 10 a.m. that morning and transportation
will be provided to the beach. A picnic lunch will be provided as
well. We plan to return to the church around 3 p.m. that afternoon.
Please RSVP for all youth who plan to attend, and let Nick know of
any questions you might have. 

We are so excited to be resuming Sunday School in The LOFT on
June 6th! Make plans to join us at 9:30 that morning!

 
Nick Dawson | ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com



Hey puzzle lovers! Our puzzle
exchange continues and is now
available to everyone during our office
hours. We’ve moved to our main lobby.
Stop by ANYTIME THAT IS
CONVENIENT FOR YOU and pick up
a puzzle or two. We always practice
social distancing, of course. Remember
to wear your mask. Questions?  Call or
text Tammy Snyder at 813-810-7499.

The best way to keep up with all the latest news at Bayshore is subscribing to
our weekly newsletter "This Week at Bayshore." Simply contact Nick Dawson at
ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com to join our email list!

Adults
Check out these great studies available on Zoom. Contact Tammy at

tsnyder@bayshorebaptistchurch.com for login details:

Faith, Film, & Formation with Alex Gallimore
June 7th - Viewing of the film The Road to Edmond

Bible Study with Bill Scarle
Sundays @ 9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays @ 6 p.m. (ending June 2nd)

Women’s Study of Isaiah with Tammy Snyder
Wednesdays @ 10 a.m. (ending June 2nd)



A great crew representing First Nesters gathered Saturday, May 8th to makeover a
safe house loft area for vulnerable women. This team helped Created, a local
nonprofit, restore an old space and turn it into a fresh and inviting living/bedroom
area.  Two women will live here. The house now houses 9 women. Thank you, Amy
and Jordan Rivait, along with staff from Bayshore, who made this happen. Here are
some “after” pics. 

Missions



What should I make of the following

observations? For 11 years, I’ve

enjoyed an assigned parking place at

work. Apparently, my organization

prefers that its executives don’t

wander the garage in search of their

cars. The space next to mine is an

unassigned, reserved spot.

Interestingly, during the past couple

of years, that space has been used by,

well, whomever. And, if I leave

during the day, when I come back,

usually someone is parking in that

marked reserved space of mine. My

office window of 11 years overlooks a

four-way stop. It’s been my habit

during phone calls to stand and look

out the window. In recent years, it’s

common for me to see someone

running the stop sign. I don’t mean

slowing down and rolling through it;

I mean, 35-plus mph without any

slowing down. I used to be surprised;

now, I accept it as the thing that

happens. Maybe you see it too. A

store sign says, “Mask Required,” but

some believe their preferences

trump those of the business. Have

you noticed that people stop then go 

at a red light? This happens to me

almost weekly. NBC News recently

reported that the “FAA warns of a

spike in unruly, dangerous passenger

behavior,” and CNN reported that,

“There were at least nine mass

shootings across the U.S. this

weekend.” The list goes on. What’s

going on? Quite possibly, it’s a

consequence of the increasing “me-

ness” coursing through our society.

Increasingly, people assert that their

belief, viewpoint, preference or

whim is sacrosanct. How did we get

here? Perhaps the attitude is

illustrated by the “inspirational”

quote that recently popped up on

my phone: “The No. 1 Rule for Life

…” Expecting something important, I

took extra notice. The rule: “Do

whatever makes you happy.” Really?

That’s it?! It’s wrong on so many

levels that it’s hard to know where to

begin. Is anyone else concerned that

such an attitude puts every person at

the center of the universe? And it’s

really difficult to square that rule

with Jesus’ call to “take up your cross

and follow me,” or with Paul’s 

Each month, we share news and articles from CBF partners and
other Christian publications. Please enjoy this article from 

Good Faith Media .
 

Me Time: Why Society's Addicted to Narcissism

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/12/opinion/covid-death-grief.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/faa-warns-spike-unruly-dangerous-passenger-behavior-n1266156
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/10/us/us-weekend-mass-shootings/index.html


reminder to the Christians at Corinth

that while an act might be

permissible, our freedom should be

tempered by whether it is beneficial

or edifying to the broader

community (1 Corinthians 10).

Wondering if my anecdotes were

“special” to me, I Googled “rise of

narcissism in America.” It seems a lot

of people are asking and studying

this, and their findings are jarring.

Narcissism is on the rise. This “me-

ness,” “You can’t tell me what to do,”

“Get out of the way of my happiness”

attitude is pervasive. Narcissism, like a

drug, requires more and more “me-

ness” in order to feel satisfied. Quite

simply, our society is addicted to it.

Like an addict in search of their next

fix, some will knock grandma down

to get the next thing that “makes me

happy.” Is there a way back? Yes, but

it’s going to require reformatting

some of our basic instincts. Immanuel

Kant asks us to govern behavior by

this categorical imperative, “What if 

everybody did what I do?” Ironically,

“Would I be happy if everyone

behaved like me?” In commenting on

the parable of the Good Samaritan,

Martin Luther King Jr. focused on the

motives of the three that came upon

the beaten man. King noted that the

first two probably wondered, “If I

stop and help this man, what might

happen to me?” (Ahh, that “me-ness.”)

Then he pointed out, the Good

Samaritan asked something very

different, “If I do not stop and help,

what will happen to him?” And Jesus

asks, “Who was the neighbor?” The

antidote to our addiction has been

around a long, long time: “Do unto

others as you would have them do

unto you.” Let’s each agree that,

indeed, each of us is special – just like

everybody else. Let us also agree that

the Golden Rule is the medicine we

need to save ourselves from

ourselves.

-Ronald Oliver

System Vice-President, Mission & Outreach for Norton
Healthcare in Louisville, Kentucky. Ronald and Joyce,
his wife, are members of St. Matthews Baptist Church
where she serves as a staff minister. Oliver is an
ordained minister who holds a PhD and MBA.
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