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A word from Alex
Gracious Uncertainty
"Certainty is the mark of the commonsense life– gracious uncertainty is the
mark of the spiritual life. To be certain of God means that we are uncertain
in all our ways, not knowing what tomorrow may bring. This is generally
expressed with a sigh of sadness, but it should be an expression of breathless
expectation. We are uncertain of the next step, but we are certain of God. As
soon as we abandon ourselves to God and do the task He has placed closest
to us, He begins to fill our lives with surprises." – Oswald Chambers

These words come from the April

of the Christian life. So often I think

29th entry in Oswald Chambers'

when I get older, learn more, or have

devotional classic My Utmost for His

enough experience that then I will

Highest. Chambers was a Scottish

finally know what God is up to and

Baptist minister who spent most of

will be able to live my live with

his ministry teaching at the Bible

certainty. But alas, as the great hymn

Training College in London. His

reminds us, it is "blessed assurance,"

wife, Biddy, was a trained

not certainty, that calls to us.

stenographer and took detailed notes
of Oswald’s lectures. After his death

The passage which Chambers cites at

while serving as a YMCA chaplain in

the beginning of his reflection on

Cairo during WWI, Biddy published

uncertainty comes from 1 John 3:2,

these reflections in their present

“it has not yet been revealed what we

form. I have read My Utmost every

shall be.” These words were written

year since I was 16 or 17 years old.

by John to encourage early believers

This selection, “Gracious

in Christ. While there was no

Uncertainty,” is my favorite. It

certainty about what awaited

continues to challenge me, even just

Christians in the life to come, we

last week.

could take heart knowing we would
be with Christ. It was uncertainty

I don’t know about you, but I hate

with grace.

uncertainty. I hate waiting. I hate not
knowing what the future will bring. I

If there is one sentence I want to say

hate surprises. Seriously, ask my

to the world today, to my friends and

wife. Christmas shopping is brutal

colleagues, and to you, the church I

for me, because I’m terrible at

love and have been blessed to serve

waiting and keeping secrets. I’m even

as pastor, it is that. It has not yet been

worse when they are about me. Just

revealed what we shall be. We all

tell me! No surprises! Want to know

want so much right now. Good
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things. Old things. New things.
Certain things. We want to return to

As I enter into each new season of

a life that makes sense again and that

life, I have been consistently

is enjoyable. We want someone to

reminded that certainty is not a part

wave a magic wand and take us back

to the good old days. We want to

all we can cling to when life becomes

experience something new beyond

uncertain. If we had certainty, we

the pandemics of the last year. We

wouldn’t need to trust him.
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Uncertainty with faith is discipleship.

what it will be. But here’s the thing:

Oh what a foretaste of glory divine!

we just don’t know yet. It hasn’t been
revealed.

Wherever you are in your life right
now, whatever certainty you long for,

As Chambers reminds us, this could

whatever outcome you desire, I

cause sighs of sadness, but it should

encourage you to walk the path of

inspire breathless expectation. We

gracious uncertainty. It has not yet

don’t know what will happen next,

been revealed what we shall be— in

but we know God is with us, leading

our lives, our church, or our world.

us, and in control. We are uncertain

What we do know is that God is

of tomorrow but certain of God. We

present in all those places. May we

are graciously uncertain!

give everything to him and trust him
with the results.

We sing "blessed assurance Jesus is
mine," because that’s all we can know

Sincerely in Christ,

for certain is ours in this life. Jesus is

Alex

Celebrate Birthdays Mission Statement
Our mission is to ensure that every foster child and all children,
regardless of personal or financial circumstances, has the
opportunity to celebrate their birthday and receive a present!
Every child deserves to have a special day to call their own.
Celebrate Birthdays makes it their mission to fulfill that
responsibility by ensuring that every child gets to experience a
Happy Birthday! Celebrate Birthdays is a non-profit organization
dedicated to reaching families who are experiencing extreme
financial difficulties and are unable to provide even the smallest
birthday celebration.

Egged with
Love

Making Rock
Candy...
It's how Shore Kids
practice patience

Mark your calendar for these
Shore Kids evening events:
May 12th Family Fun Night
June 23 Journey to Faith Scavenger Hunt
July 21st Family Movie Night

We had an awesome group of youth and adults who worked hard to
make "Egged with Love" a great success! Thanks to all who helped
make this such a special event for our kids and their families!
All our youth and their families are highly encouraged to join us for
Family Fun Night on May 12th! You can find all the details a few
pages back in this newsletter.
Also, don't forget that our youth continue to meet digitally on
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings for Bible study. Contact
Nick for more details.
Nick Dawson | ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com

Adults

Check out these great studies available on Zoom. Contact Tammy at
tsnyder@bayshorebaptistchurch.com for login details:
Faith, Film, & Formation with Alex Gallimore
May 3rd - Discussion of Charles Sheldon's In His Steps
May 17th - Discussion of Howard Thurman's Jesus and the Disinherited
May 24th - Viewing of the film Backs Against the Wall
Bible Study with Bill Scarle
Sundays @ 9:30 a.m. & Wednesdays @ 6 p.m.
Women’s Study of Isaiah with Tammy Snyder
Wednesdays @ 10 a.m.
Hey puzzle lovers! Our puzzle
exchange continues and is now
available to everyone during our office
hours. We’ve moved to our main lobby.
Stop by ANYTIME THAT IS
CONVENIENT FOR YOU and pick up
a puzzle or two. We always practice
social distancing, of course. Remember
to wear your mask. Questions? Call or
text Tammy Snyder at 813-810-7499.

The best way to keep up with all the latest news at Bayshore is subscribing to
our weekly newsletter "This Week at Bayshore." Simply contact Nick Dawson at
ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com to join our email list!

Missions

A Discussion with our Mission Partner: Judeo-Christian Health Clinic
Kelly Bell, Executive Director of Judeo-Christian Health Clinic, joined the Bayshore Missions
Team's April 18th meeting. Kelly shared the Clinic continues to operate and meet the health
concerns of our neighbors in need. The Clinic provides free, timely, compassionate healthcare to
the working poor of Tampa Bay. Hundreds of doctors, nurses, dentists, eye doctors, pharmacists,
and others volunteer their time in service to the uninsured of our Tampa Bay community. Kelly
and the entire team are so very grateful for Bayshore’s support. She asked us to share that they
have volunteer opportunities in many areas including paperwork, filing, faxing, and other support
roles. To volunteer contact Kelly Bell @ 813-870-0395.

Food & School Supplies for our Backpack Ministry
It's time to restock our food for kids in need and also provide them with much needed school
supplies so they can finish the year strong! Donations can be dropped off as you enter worship or
anytime during church office hours throughout May. Food items needed include individually
packaged portions of: peanut butter crackers, ramen/cup noodles, ravioli, Spaghetti O’s, soup,
mac’n’cheese, Vienna sausages, tuna crackers, cereal, granola/breakfast bars, Poptarts, raisins, fruit
snacks, pudding cups, bags of chips and cookies. School supplies needed include: 3x5 index cards,
(3-pronged) plastic pocket folders (plain), boxes of Expo marker (wide and narrow), 1 inch white
binders with pockets, 3 inch binders, #2 pencils (sharpened), composition notebooks with holes, 1subject spiral notebooks, 3-subject spiral notebooks, cloth pencil pouches with holes, & plastic
folders with holes (no prongs).

Blessed with Bayshore

Each month, we share news and articles from CBF partners and
other Christian publications. Please enjoy this article from
Good Faith Media on church after the pandemic.

After COVID, We All Have Stories That Need Telling
Houses of faith are now considering

recent article in The New York

a deliberate move back to in-person

Times. Verdery introduced the

worship as the number of

concept of a COVID-19 bereavement

inoculations is rising. But no one

multiplier, which calculates that for

believes we will simply take off our

every person who dies of COVID-19,

masks and step back in time to a

nine loved ones are left behind. The

previous way of being. We cannot

multiplier included the losses of

simply go back to the way things

spouses, siblings, parents, children

were prior to this strange and weird

and grandparents. If other relatives –

year as though nothing at all has

like nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles,

happened. We must deliberately seek

stepparents and so on – are included,

to understand just what has

those bearing grief expands further.

happened and to heal the broken

In short, our communities are

fractures that have resulted. Our loss

bearing unexpressed grief as we’ve

of community, particularly in the

been forced to sequester ourselves

context of our faith community, is

from one another. Our brains

immeasurable as we’ve “neglected

process experiences by fracturing

meeting together” (Hebrew 10:25).

them into an uncountable number of

We’ve also lost persons who died in

factoids in order to retain the

the pandemic, journeying through

experience itself. When we exercise

grief without the usual interactions

our ability to recall the event, the

with our community of faith. Shared

brain re-assimilates the factoids in

grief is a powerful reminder that our

the form of memory. No memory or

faith communities bring us together

recall is absolute because the brain

and offer comfort in our time of loss.

creates a story out of the factoids

Allison Gilbert cited the work of

chosen to represent the event. In

Ashton Verdery, associate professor

other words, our brains create a

of sociology and demography at

narrative, a story, which is almost

Pennsylvania State University, in her

surely a limited representation of the

event. It is filtered by the storyline

mantra for this method is, “Gather

our brains have created as an

the people, break the bread, tell the

expression of a purposeful narrative

stories.” Whether our community

that represents us. All of us have

involves a house of faith or a close

stories to tell from the universal

group of friends and family, we must

experience of the COVID-19

tell our stories to one another and

pandemic, which has created a zillion

listen to others do the same. In doing

stories – each as valuable and unique

so, we deepen the meaning of those

as the others, each necessary

stories. When you tell your story and

expressions of individual experience.

I tell my story, our sense of

Every story contributes to a library of

community deepens. This narrative

stories that will emerge as we slowly

method, while applicable in all

come back together. In the desert

communal contexts, will be

experience of isolation, houses of

particularly important as people

faith should consider how the

experience their communities of faith

parched social distancing can be

in new ways. There is grief to share.

healed when the community comes

There are stories of isolation and

back together through the power of

depression. These very human

telling one another their stories of

reflections need the presence of

grief and loss and hope. A narrative

others who will share their stories and

method can be employed to help us

draw close to another as an

tell our stories to one another as an

expression of wholeness and love.

expression of community. The

-Keith Herron

After serving as bridge pastor at First Congregational
Church of St. Louis, Missouri, during the past year,
Herron moved recently to Lawrence, Kansas, where he
will continue to minister in interim settings. He is author
of Living a Narrative Life, Exploring the Power of Stories
(Smyth & Helwys, 2019).
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