
A word from Alex

“I want to live again.”

I know it is a bit strange to reference a Christmas movie as we prepare to

move into the Easter season, but George Bailey’s words in It’s A Wonderful

Life perfectly capture the way I feel these days. After being offered an

opportunity to see what the world would be like without his life, George, on

a snowy bridge overlooking an icy river, cried out to the dark heavens

above, “I want to live again!” Me too, George. Me too.
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Although we are beginning to see

light at the end of the tunnel, life as

we knew it only a little over a year

ago still has not fully returned. The

last year has separated families from

celebrating birthdays, holidays, and

funerals. Grandparents have been

unable to hug their grandchildren.

The once simple gesture of a half-

smile to a stranger in the produce

section has been hidden behind

masked faces. Did they see me? Do

they know I mean them well? 

More than 500,000 Americans have

died, many more hospitalized, even

more hit with the financial, mental,

and even physical trauma of the

pandemic. Thankfully, vaccines are

upon us! We get closer to new life

with every shot. Still, even among

the vaccinated and least at-risk, a

sense of unease, if not fear, persists.

Is it safe yet? Can we come out? Do

we want to?

The last year, as Paul Baxley,

executive coordinator for the

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has

suggested, has brought more than

one pandemic into our lives. We

have also experienced the pandemic

of political polarization and the

pandemic of racial unrest and 

injustice. Throughout all three

pandemics, Americans, as well as

fellow Christians, have struggled to

respond in unified ways which seek

the common good and love of

neighbor. With the help of social

media, we have continued to operate

with opposing facts in alternative

realities, all while the reality of the

life we once shared slips further and

further away.

Even church life has been altered,

and today is almost unrecognizable.

For months we have worshipped

behind screens, physically separated

from the beloved community that is

Christ’s body. Countless seminary

graduates have become amateur

videographers as we limped, at least

in the early days, through virtual

services. Even now, as we have

returned to a form of in-person

worship in our own church, it still is

not the same. The service is a shell of

what it once was with no room for

hugs, handshakes, and the joyful

noise which rises with congregational

song. Our baptistry has been left dry,

not due to a lack of desire to follow

Christ into the waters of baptism, but

the struggle over knowing when,

where, and how to resume. We long

for Sunday school, shared meals, 



Wednesday nights. We long for

fellowship. We long for life.

The pandemic began last year as we

neared the end of the Lenten season. I

know we celebrated Easter the best

way we could given the

circumstances, but did it really come?

Did it touch our spirits? Did we truly

experience resurrection? Did we, or

have we, awakened from death to life?

Confession time: I have been dead

this last year, and I want to live again.

As we begin the month of April in the

middle of Holy Week, knowing that

Christ’s journey from the triumphal

entry into Jerusalem will take him

though the cross of Golgotha on the

way to the empty tomb of Easter

morning, I too am ready to rise to a

new life with him. I want to leave

behind the death of the last year, all

the things that are not quite right, and

walk in the resurrection with Christ. I

know it will not happen immediately.

I know the three pandemics we have

experienced this year have more to

throw at us, but I am ready to live

through them. I am ready to move

from death to life. I want to live again.

Such was the desire the people of 

Israel shared when God spoke words

of new life to the prophet Ezekiel. In a

vision, God showed Ezekiel a glimpse

into the good news that was to come.

In the Ezekiel 37, we read:

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and

he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord

and set me down in the middle of a valley;

it was full of bones. He led me all around

them; there were very many lying in the

valley, and they were very dry. He said to

me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I

answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then

he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones,

and say to them: O dry bones, hear the

word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God

to these bones: I will cause breath to enter

you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews

on you, and will cause flesh to come upon

you, and cover you with skin, and put

breath in you, and you shall live; and you

shall know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded;

and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a

noise, a rattling, and the bones came

together, bone to its bone. I looked, and

there were sinews on them, and flesh had

come upon them, and skin had covered

them; but there was no breath in them.

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the

breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the

breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come 



from the four winds, O breath, and

breathe upon these slain, that they may

live.” I prophesied as he commanded me,

and the breath came into them, and they

lived, and stood on their feet, a vast

multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones

are the whole house of Israel. They say,

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is

lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the

Lord God: I am going to open your

graves, and bring you up from your

graves, O my people; and I will bring you

back to the land of Israel. And you shall

know that I am the Lord, when I open

your graves, and bring you up from your

graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will

place you on your own soil; then you shall

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and

will act, says the Lord.”

As we prepare our hearts for the good

news that comes with the Easter

season, may we take heart knowing

that the death we have experienced

this last year will not get the last word.

We will not be a valley of dry bones

forever. God is bringing new life to

God’s people, and even if life is not

yet what we want it to be, we can still

live in the newness of resurrected life.

We will live again, if that is what we

truly want.

In the promise of the resurrection,

Alex 

Holy Week at Bayshore
Maundy Thursday (4/1): service in the sanctuary (and online) at 6:30
p.m. 

Good Friday (4/2): service in the sanctuary (and online) at 6:30 p.m.
 
Easter (4/4): sunrise service in the Bayshore parking lot at 7 a.m. (please
bring lawn chairs) and worship in the sanctuary (and online) at 10:30
a.m.

If you plan to attend either or both of our Easter day services, we ask
that you RSVP on our website: bayshorebaptistchurch.com

(look for the red drop down bar at the top of the home page).



Nothing like getting your yard egged to celebrate
Easter! Shore Kids get ready! On April 3rd, the youth
will come to your house (with your permission, of
course) and hide eggs in your yard. The hunt will be
on to find all the eggs with goodies inside – especially
the sparkly egg with a special surprise inside! Happy
Easter, Shore Kids!



Our youth spent a recent Saturday afternoon serving our neighbors in need at
Feeding Tampa Bay's distribution warehouse. They worked incredibly hard
packing food boxes for the many people suffering from food insecurity in
these difficult times.

Our LOFT Easter Party is coming up on Saturday, April 3rd, and we have an
exciting new twist on it this year: we’ll be blessing our Bayshore families with
kids by going around and creating an Easter egg hunt in their front yards!
We'll meet in the church parking lot at 11 a.m. that day to stuff and sort Easter
eggs. We’ll then have pizza for lunch before heading out in different cars to
“egg” all the kids’ houses. Masks will be required. Please let Nick know of
youth who can join us for this awesome day of fun and spreading love to our
“ShoreKids.”

Also, don't forget that our youth continue to meet digitally on Wednesday
nights and Sunday mornings for Bible study. Contact Nick for more details

Nick Dawson | ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com



Hey puzzle lovers! Our puzzle
exchange continues and is now
available to everyone during our office
hours. We’ve moved to our main lobby.
Stop by ANYTIME THAT IS
CONVENIENT FOR YOU and pick up
a puzzle or two. We always practice
social distancing, of course. Remember
to wear your mask. Questions?  Call or
text Tammy Snyder at 813-810-7499.

The best way to keep up with all the latest news at Bayshore is subscribing to
our weekly newsletter "This Week at Bayshore." Simply contact Nick Dawson at
ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com to join our email list!

Adults
Check out these great studies available on Zoom. Contact Tammy at

tsnyder@bayshorebaptistchurch.com for login details:

Faith, Film, & Formation with Alex Gallimore
April 7th - Discussion on Henri Nouwen's In the Name of Jesus
April 19th - Viewing the documentary Summer in the Forest

Genesis Study with Bill Scarle
Wednesdays @ 6 p.m.

Women’s Study of Isaiah with Tammy Snyder
Wednesdays @ 10 a.m.



A Visit from Hillsborough House of Hope  
On a recent Sunday, your Missions Team invited Linda Walker, Program Director
of Hillsborough House of Hope, to our monthly meeting. Throughout 2021,
Missions is meeting with each of our mission partners, so we can understand how to
better walk beside them.

Linda shared that they are opening their 3rd safe house for women who are coming
out of incarceration. This third home will be dedicated to women who have
children and will have space for their children to come and visit with them. She also
reminded us how grateful HHH is for their partnership with Bayshore and that they
look forward to our continued collaboration in changing lives in Tampa. Here are
some of their immediate needs:
·Grant writer
·Board of Directors Treasurer Position
·Website manager
·Mentors
·Handyman/woman
·Gardening assistance in creating their new “Hope Garden”

If God is nudging you to work with this mission partner in any of these ways,
contact Caren Hayward, our Bayshore Liaison to HHH. Caren can be reached at
haywaca@gmail.com or call the church office 813-253-3411.

CBF Florida Annual Missions Offering
Plan now to contribute to our annual missions offering for CBF Florida. On Easter
Sunday or any time before or immediately following Easter, special envelopes will
be available during Sunday morning worship. You can also give online through our
website or app. Be sure to indicate CBF FL Missions with your offering. Thank you
for supporting and being an encourager to Touching Miami With Love, Cultivate
Abundance, Micah Center, CBF Bahamas, and Karen Alford and Missy Ward
Angalla our partners in Africa.

Missions

mailto:haywaca@gmail.com


On this one-year anniversary of the

start of the COVID pandemic, it

seems appropriate to take stock and

assess the American church. For

many of us, the year has been the

challenge of a lifetime in ministry

leadership. The obstacles and

demands of dealing with the

pandemic have stretched us in ways

we never thought possible. We have

done things we thought were at best

optional (technology), and we have

done without things we thought were

indispensible (hospital visits). We

have realized how much of what we

did was meaningless repetition

(endless meetings), and we’ve come

to appreciate how much we took for

granted the most basic parts of

congregational life (human touch).

We’ve seen people step up and

flourish in hard times, and we’ve

seen hard times wipe out people we

thought were redwoods. One phrase

continues to hang over many of the

churches and ministers I engage

with: Risk management. Opening

and closing buildings, limiting or

eliminating in-person events, 

monitoring our health and our

interactions — all have led us to

become keenly aware of our risk

management obligations. Early in

the pandemic, we wondered about

legal liability if someone were to

become infected while participating

in events at our church, and so we

severely cut back on those events.

We sterilize. We wash our hands.

We’ve become adamant and diligent

about infecting others and so we

wear masks and keep our distance

from one another. Risk management

has become a prioritized way of life

for us. That’s what a pandemic does

to us; it heightens our awareness of

our vulnerability and forces us to

grow more risk-averse in the process.

All that is fine with regard to the

virus and its transmission, but there

is another reality at play for many

churches. Our risk management

awareness and wariness may well

bleed over into our corporate

spiritual life and cause us to become

so risk-averse that we miss the

opportunity before us. I believe we

are about to enter a season of life in 

Each month, we share news and articles from CBF partners and
other Christian publications. Please enjoy this article from 

Baptist News Global on church after the pandemic.
 

Moving churches from risk management to risk-taking



We acknowledge that we are in the 

the American church that cries out

for churches to embrace risk-taking.

The pandemic has launched a

potentially creative disruption of the

norm that we desperately need if we

are to enter the future with a creative

and innovative mindset. This is a

moment we may not see again for

many years. The rupture of our

former model of doing church has

opened doors for risk-taking that wise

leaders will recognize. Rather than

revert back to “normal” when

restrictions are lifted, thoughtful

leaders will recognize this is our

chance to reverse the ominous trends

of the last 20 years. The data is

overwhelming. Nearly every

denominational body in America

shares a trend line that predicts

imminent threat to the long-term

viability of many local congregations.

If you’re brave, pull together the data

for your own church over the last 20

years and you will probably find a

similar reality. We are entering a

decade that many predict will see a

significant percentage of local

churches go out of existence. If there

ever was a time to be open to risk-

taking, this is it. What, then, does risk-

taking look like for a church? I think it

means at least these five things:

1.

midst of a crisis that is larger than we

have realized. For many of us, a sense

of urgency that has been lacking

needs to be fed and funneled into

some hard conversations.

2. We spend time reconnecting with

our reason for being and

reconnecting with those priorities.

We go back to Acts and devour those

stories and lessons.

3. We confess that much of what we

do and how we do it is simply

preference and not gospel priority.

We humble ourselves and

acknowledge we’ve drifted far from

the focused church Jesus envisioned.

4. We put aside personal comfort and

preference and embrace the idea of

being part of a gospel movement

rather than a member of a church

club.

5. We personally pledge to engage in

and participate in some form of risk-

taking that makes us uncomfortable,

so that our church may not only

survive but also thrive. We commit to

criticize less and pitch in more.

What all this will look like will vary

greatly from church to church.

However, it inevitably will involve

something that challenges you and

makes you uncomfortable and pushes

you out of your comfort zone.

http://chchurches.org/resources/the-challenge-of-managing-decline-for-the-american-church/
https://churchleaders.com/news/381320-kinnaman-churches-close.html


It will mean you don’t simply insist

that your church “go back to the way

it was,” because that way is a shortcut

to irrelevance for many of us. Instead,

we will discern our way forward by

clinging to our valued principles

while embracing sanctified

imaginations that cause us to be risk-

takers, even while everything screams

to be risk managers. Like the early

church, we may find that our crisis

moment actually becomes the catalyst

for more profound meaning and

purpose than we knew possible.

-Bill Wilson

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Wilson serves as director of

The Center for Healthy Churches

in Winston-Salem, N.C., and is a

member of the Baptist News Global

board of directors.

http://chchurches.org/
https://baptistnews.com/board-of-directors/#.XTh0oDfYrZA
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