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A word from Alex
Revelation 21:1-5:
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God
is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself
will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed
away.’ And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things
new.’”

I love that promise from the Book of

1st, there is something symbolic

Revelation! Not only is our faith a

about the start of a new year. Even if

historic faith, but a faith with a

only psychologically or spiritually, a

future. As Christians we have hope

new year brings a chance to restart,

that the world in which we live will

make some changes, and get back on

one day be transformed and made

the right track. That is my prayer for

new. All that has gone wrong will be

our world as we begin this new year.

made right, death and sickness and

That we would turn the page and

pain will be no more, and God will

embrace something new. More than

wipe away all our tears. More than

that, I pray that we would turn to the

that, on this new earth, God’s actual

one who is actively working to make

presence will be with us!

all things new and give our lives to
the building of God’s new world. As

We could use something new this

we prepare for a new church year at

year, couldn’t we? 2020 was a year

Bayshore, there are a few ways we

for the history books but not for the

hope to do that together.

reasons we would like to remember.
The last year brought a pandemic

First, I hope to see Bayshore engage

unprecedented in modern times and

in a congregation-wide dreaming

a widespread loss of life. Some of the

and discernment process for the

deadliest days in American history

future of our church. In just 5 years,

have occurred in the last six months.

we will celebrate our 100th

2020 reminded us yet again just how

anniversary. Who do we want to be

divided the American people are

on that day? Where do we want to

politically and that we continue to

be? What do we hope to accomplish?

model a willingness to tolerate

Partnering with our friends at the

many of the injustices we thought

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and

were long gone. Although there were

their church-visioning process called

certainly some silver-linings and

“Dawnings,” designed to help

unexpected blessings, 2020 was not a

churches see the world and ministry

great year. We need something new!

within it with fresh clarity and
purpose, I hope to see Bayshore

While I know very little changes

collectively consider our greatest

between December 31st and January

strengths, our most pressing needs,

and how our gifts and opportunities

Classes will be in-person and online

for growth might uniquely impact the

Sundays beginning Jan. 24th. at 9 a.m.

needs of our greater community. This
will be accomplished through a series

Finally, I plan to offer a few unique

of surveys, in-person as well as online

Wednesday evening classes to help us

listening sessions, and one-on-one

as we dream about God’s future for

conversations. As I have said before,

Bayshore. On Jan. 20th, I will offer a

these days of COVID are not the days

talk on my doctoral research which

to make sweeping changings in

seeks to bridge the gap between

our lives or the life of our church, but

individualism (or what we call "soul

they are a good time for

freedom" in Baptist life) and the

self-examination and discernment. I

church community through the

pray we will be able to do some of

introduction of contemplative

that intentional work in the next year.

practices. I believe many of the
spiritual practices of Christians

We will also take another step in our

through the centuries can help us to

COVID reopening to offer a multi-

better listen to and love God and one

generational Sunday school

another as we seek to grow into our

experience on Sunday mornings.

identity as a church where everyone

Tammy, Nick, and I hope to lead both

is welcome. I will offer a follow up

adults and youth through an

talk on Jan. 27th which will examine

interactive Bible study entitled

the history of Baptist worship over

"Covenant." "Covenant" is an in-

the last 300 years and consider how

depth group Bible study in which

our weekly worship service might

participants read and discuss the

help us become more attentive to

Bible together, learning how to love

God and one another. Both talks will

God—and each other—better. This

take place at 7:30 p.m. in-person and

study will last 24 weeks total with each

online.

week exploring a different aspect of
covenant life. Each lesson will

As we look ahead to a new year, may

examine what covenant means and

the old acquaintances of 2020 be

the progression of a covenant

forgot as we turn to the one making

relationship with God. You can learn

all things new in 2021! Happy New

more at covenantbiblestudy.com

Year!

-Alex

Missions

Missions is a part of our DNA here at Bayshore. Since our church was formed in 1926, we
have always had a heart for helping people both inside and outside our church walls. In
fact, Bayshore was on the front lines of forming Meals on Wheels here in Tampa,
Metropolitan Ministries, and the Judeo Christian Clinic. We work hard to divide our
resources fairly as we support both local and global missions. As a CBF Church, we support
countless mission partners both here in the U.S. and throughout the world. What follows
are testimonies from some of our current partners. May these words of thanks be
reaffirming reminders to all of us that we are all part of God’s REALLY LARGE Kingdom
building project. Thank you, Bayshore!!!

West Shore Elementary

“West Shore Elementary is very appreciative of the ongoing support provided by
Bayshore Baptist Church. The food and additional care that Bayshore Baptist Church
provides has ensured reliable support for our Weekend Backpack Food Program
participants, who may otherwise experience food insecurity. Thank you for continually
demonstrating care for our families.”

-Carrie Cavalino
School Social Worker

Dress for Success Tampa Bay

“The funds raised at our Excess Inventory Sales throughout the year sustain our
organization. Bayshore literally helps us function and uphold our mission. Bayshore
Baptist Church is our truest partner in serving the women of Tampa Bay. We are without
words to adequately express our thanks.”
-Masai Shakong
Executive Assistant, Dress for Success Tampa Bay

Love INC

2018 Love Story: "Victoria" and her six
daughters (Pre-K–age 17) were referred to
Love INC in March 2018 by St. Lawrence
Catholic Church. Can you imagine being a
single mom (her physician husband remains
in Nigeria to support the family) forced to
move her household by herself from a
cramped apartment, in-fear of being on the
street without a viable housing option?
Love INC’s team and Bayshore Baptist’s
Resource Navigator, Tammy Kennedy,
mobilized multiple churches and dozens of
volunteers to help "Victoria" and her family
move into secure, dignified permanent
housing across the street from an
elementary school in Tampa. Truly an
amazing 30-day journey from homeless to
being housed!

Love INC’s Ann Doyle with the family

2020 Love story update: Story hero,
"Victoria" (never late with her rent payments)
is now in the process of qualifying for a
permanent mortgage, converting from leaseto-own to homeownership. Besides running
her household, she is getting her Master’s in
Nursing and reports a thriving family with
the oldest three daughters “top of their class”.
Your continued journey with and donation to
Love INC means we can provide
transformational services to more neighbors
like “Victoria” who find themselves suddenly
living on the margins of society, hopeless and
longing for the help they need.
Together, we journey in faith. Love INC of Metro Tampa: 15 member churches
responding differently to Matthew 22:39 "Love thy neighbor." Thank you for your
generous, investment support of our ministry!
-Ann M. Doyle, MA, MBA
Executive Director

Karen Alford - Global Mission Partner

“When I joined Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) back in 2007, it was done at the
suggestion and encouragement of Bayshore Baptist Church. I could tell you how for my
first 8 years on the field in Indonesia, Bayshore provided the bulk of my funding and
financial support. And how after I started receiving a medical grant which provided most
of my funding, Bayshore continued to support my projects like the women’s obstetric
fistula program, and me personally with funds to buy a car, for example, when I moved
to Uganda. But the greatest way Bayshore has supported me over the years is with love,
prayers, encouragement and by being my spiritual family. I know for a fact that not only
would I never have joined CBF if not for Bayshore Baptist Church, but that my ministries
and service would have lacked the strength from being backed by a cloud of witnesses, a
cloud of love and a cloud of prayer warriors making each step possible. From the medical
riverboat bringing medicine to some of Sumatra’s remotest corners, to the tsunami-hit
people of Mentawai who had lost everything, to working with hundreds of thousands of
refugees in Uganda, and now bringing God’s word through medical care to this voodoorich area of Togo, Bayshore’s support has spanned continents, nations and people groups
always demonstrating the love of God to people in need, and always demonstrating
unwavering support and love for me.”
With eternal gratitude and love to my Bayshore family,
your missionary, Karen Alford

Judeo Christian Health Clinic

"The Judeo Christian Health Clinic has such a phenomenal group of people working hard
to provide free, quality, timely and compassionate healthcare to the uninsured,
hardworking members of our community. Even working through COVID-19, a global
pandemic, we have continued providing services, modified to meet social distancing
requirements and CDC screening protocol guidance. We have added masks, eye
protection, hand sanitizers, enhanced disinfection of surfaces, as well as patients checking
in via telephone and limiting the number of people in common areas such as the lobby.
We have also successfully implemented telehealth visits. We are working hard to keep
volunteers, staff and patients healthy and reducing the spread of the corona virus.
Contributions from Bayshore Baptist have helped the Clinic with working through all of
these transitions including the purchasing of PPE as well as the additional staffing hours
that have been required to keep the Clinic running and safe for all involved."
-Kelly Bell

Kingdom Kids

“Bayshore has been an impactful donor to better the children at the title 1 school, Robles
Elementary. From assisting with holiday meals to providing holiday toys and gifts to each
student grades K through 5, Bayshore has enabled Kingdom Kids to meet several very basic
needs at a critical time of the year. I am also grateful that Bayshore supports our
organization on a monthly basis. Your generous spirit is helping to change lives right here
in our Tampa community.”
-Bonnie James
Executive Director, Kingdom Kids

Hyde Park ALF

“Bayshore is privileged to have a relationship with the Hyde Park Assisted Living Facility
and its residents. Here’s how Bayshore loves on our neighbors. Staff and members
participate in activities with ALF residents at both the church (including services, meetings,
pot-luck dinners and the like) and at the ALF itself (including meetings, communion
services, and Bible study sessions). Bayshore helps provide transportation to and from the
ALF, so that residents can take advantage of all types of events at the church. Among the
special services is a weekly salon at the ALF, where residents can have their hair cut and
styled and their fingernails manicured, all free of charge. Some of these services are
currently in abeyance because of the Coronavirus, but they will be renewed as soon as
conditions permit.”
-Van Magers

Faith Café

“Bayshore, a founding member of Faith Café, has been there since the early days on
Kennedy and Dale Mabry and now at our new facility. Aubrey Smith was instrumental in
getting the building built. Bayshore members have donated a significant amount of
clothing over the years, all of which has been utilized by our guests. Additionally,
countless hours of volunteer service have been donated by our members, which in the
long run has benefited those less-fortunate. Bayshore has the dedicated 4th Sunday of each
month, and we usually have a nice turnout of members for that day. Overall, I am proud
of our church and what it has given to Faith Café over the years. Whenever Faith Café has
called upon Bayshore, we have answered!”
-Gregory D. Jones
Board Chairman, Faith Café

Baby Bungalow

“Baby Bungalow staff and participants remain thankful and grateful for the ongoing,
though paused, opportunity to offer Baby & Me playgroups at Bayshore Baptist Church.
Through March of this year, we offered weekly programming to families of infants in both
the Baby & Me Pre-Crawler and Baby & Me Crawler groups. With limited space at our
main campus to hold our developmental playgroups, Bayshore Baptist Church is the
single location we provide programming off-site. It is an important and valuable
collaboration; allowing us to provide programming to our participants, the Bayshore
Baptist congregation, and the community at large, when we otherwise would not have the
space. The playgroups are an important service to families of young children, offering
shared, positive experiences that are facilitated by an early learning and child development
specialist. Through developmentally appropriate experiences including play, singing,
reading, talking and creating, children can revel in their parent/caregiver attention as
facilitators provide real-time education about early learning and child development. We
look forward to the opportunity to continue this collaboration as soon as it is safe and
appropriate to do so.”
-Paula Wyne

Amani Sasa

"We are so grateful for Bayshore's partnership with Amani Sasa over the last 18 months.
Your partnership helps further empower us to minister among the most vulnerable
refugees within our community by offering them access to safety, wholeness, and
empowerment. Thanks to you, we have been able to serve more refugees than ever before
over the last year through emergency services, counseling, group therapy, and business
training. Additionally, we have had an increase in the number of children in our nursery
and full-time trauma rehabilitation and empowerment programs. It has been so exciting to
see the incredible ways that God has brought healing.
We are especially grateful for Bayshore's special gift to help provide Amani Sasa with access
to a ministry van. This vehicle has further empowered us to be able to safely transport
clients in emergency situations as well as full-time program participants during program
activities. This has increased our ability to provide clients access to these services in a safer
way. Additionally, it will help with the long term sustainability of Amani Sasa in order to
reduce the transportation costs for our organization.
We are so grateful for the friendship, support, and prayers that the Bayshore community
shares with Amani Sasa. Your partnership is integral to our ministry. Every day God uses
you to transform people's lives and resurrect their hope."
-Missy Ward-Angalla
Founder, Amani Sasa

Fabio and Johnna Muniz
Cultural Fusion with Serve Globally
in Lyon, France

“Bayshore is one of our most active partners, and we are so grateful for your intentionality
in reaching out and serving with us here in France! We received a big box of candy and
journals and snacks from the U.S. We have also been receiving post cards from the kids
with notes and pictures. We are so encouraged by your love and support. Our girls, Sophia
and Julia, drew some post cards and sent them back to you. They had fun making a video
for you and sharing what we do here in Lyon.

We are blessed by your financial partnership because it allows us to offer services to the
community here, including language conversation groups, feeding the homeless, tours of
the city, Japanese exchange events and picking up the streets. We are able to do these
things for little to no cost because of local partners here on the ground and so many who
give and pray for us!! France is the 5th most atheist country in the world and it is quite
astonishing for so many of our group members to receive such support from people they
don't know. They are always amazed to hear what we are able to do because of your help.
Thank you for the love and care you show us and for trusting us with friendship and
ministry here in France. Keep up the creative ideas of collaboration!! We hope you can
come visit someday soon to see the impact you're making and meet the people whose lives
are being affected!

During the lockdowns, we have been able to reach out to many group members who are
suffering from loneliness and depression. And this Saturday, we are starting "Journey to
France" and "Journey in France" Zoom meetings where people will share their stories of
how they got here or what it's been like to live in France for at least 10 years.”

-Johnna Muniz

Our youth had a wonderful time celebrating the Christmas season
together around a bonfire! A huge "thank you" to the Bowers for
hosting us! 2020 was a challenging year for us all, but we are
praying for a brighter 2021 as we seek to grow closer to God and
one another.
Weekly Programs
Wednesdays: In January, our youth will resume meeting digitally
each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. to catch up, fellowship, and share in
Bible study together. Our meetings take place on an app called
"Discord." Please contact Nick Dawson to learn how your student
can join us!
Sundays: We are excited to be joining in an inter-generational
Sunday School experience called "Covenant" with Bayshore's adults
beginning on January 24th! Nick will be alternating weeks leading
this group along with Alex and Tammy.

CountDown
To
Christmas!

Each month we share news and articles from CBF partners and
other Christian publications. Please enjoy this article from Nurturing
Faith on lessons from the skies on navigating these dark times with
justice, peace, and light.

When Night Sky Urges Us to Be Light for Others
We are living in a very cold and dark

someone who needs our help. And if

time. Yes, it is cold outside and, yes,

we do, we make their world and the

the darkness at this time of year is

whole world as God intended it – a

significant. And yet, we all know that

better, happier, kinder place. The

COVID-19 – the loss of friends and

best thing that we can do during this

loved ones, the loss of income and

extraordinarily dark time is to find

employment, the reality of illness

the light in ourselves and to find it

and hunger with millions on food

and nurture it in others. By finding

lines – makes a dark world darker.

light in others, by pointing it out, we

Add to these the intense

can help each other to accomplish

psychological and emotional stresses

things on a greater scale than we ever

that so many are experiencing,

could alone. But that is not all!

young and old. A legend says that a

Yesterday evening’s sky – the night

good person is a lamplighter, and

of the “great conjunction” of Jupiter

that if one cannot find a lamp to

and Saturn – was telling us not only

light, one should search for one.

to become a lamplighter, but also to

What if one cannot find any lights to

become a lamplighter with others. In

be kindled? A wise rabbi answered

recent weeks, the planets have

that one should strive to be a better

seemed closer and closer together in

person by seeing the bright spot in

the sky, and on Dec. 21 they were so

everyone. We all must become

close that, to the naked eye, they

lamplighters for others. We can

appeared as one planet. It has been

choose to live by searching for the

hundreds of years since this has

good in others. For example, when

occurred in such a dramatic way at

we focus on our children’s strengths,

night.In Hebrew, Jupiter is called

we help build their self-esteem and

Tzedek, which means “justice,” while

kindle the light of their souls. Each of

Saturn is called Shabbatai or Shabbat,

us, every day, can become a light for

meaning “Sabbath.”

When Jews greet each other on the

bring the world a little closer toward

Sabbath, we say “Shabbat Shalom!” (a

being a world of justice and peace.

“Sabbath of Peace”). Metaphorically,
what would a conjunction of tzedek
(justice) and Shabbat (Sabbath) look
like? Well, the sky seems to be telling
us that if we could join together the
two “lights,” one of “justice” and one
of the “Sabbath,” a world of peace
would ensue. Last night, the sky was
urging us to join our lights, especially
during this dark time, to make

Fred Guttman

something better – something with

Senior rabbi of Temple Emanuel in

more justice and peace. In Judaism

Greensboro, North Carolina.

and Christianity, the great

Guttman is a dual citizen of the

conjunction has messianic

United States and Israel and served

implications. Christians are referring

in an Israel combat unit in the

to it as the “Christmas Star” of 2020.

1980s.

For Jews, the great conjunction has
inspired us that positive change was

*Reprinted with permission from

going to come, and that the world

Good Faith Media

could be a better place if we could

(goodfaithmedia.org).

only merge justice with peace. There
is even a blessing for seeing the great
conjunction in Jewish tradition. The
blessing states, “Blessed is the Lord
Our God, the Author of creation.” Let
us work together with others to
become lamplighters. Let us make
our own “great conjunction.” Let us
make sure that like the example of the
great conjunction, we seek to become
lamplighters and to join our lights
with others. In so doing, we will
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