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A word from Alex
A few great books to read and give as gifts
I am frequently called upon for book suggestions on various biblical,
theological, and spiritual topics. With the holidays and their diabolical Black
Friday and Cyber Monday beginning soon, I thought I would offer a list of 5
of the most formative books I have read thus far in my life. Perhaps this list
can help you as you seek a gift for that person who thinks they have
everything but, in fact, needs something much more meaningful. As I offer
this list, please note that I am not suggesting these are the best books written.
In fact, I have read books better than many on this list. These are simply 5
books that have been most formative for my own spiritual life. I offer these
this month in no order of ranking.

Jesus and the Disinherited
by Howard Thurman
Jesus and the Disinherited is the only book
continuously assigned as required reading at
every level of my academic journey and one
to which I have returned time and time
again. Thurman is the perfect spiritual
companion for those seeking to understand
and reflect upon the racial tension
experienced this year. As the Dean of Marsh
Chapel at Boston University, Thurman
served as mentor to Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Whereas King gave the Civil Rights
Movement its voice, Thurman provided the
spiritual and theological foundation needed to sustain it. Thurman was
often criticized for not marching with the activists but insisted his role
was to provide spiritual nourishment to those who did and offer a safe
place for them to go when they were tired and needed to rest. Early in
his career, Thurman traveled to India where he met Ghandi and learned
that his non-violent resistance to the British Empire was rooted in the
teachings of Jesus. Thurman took this message home and applied it to
Civil Rights, seeking to be a bridge-builder between oppressor and
oppressed. If there is one book the world needs right now, it is Jesus and
the Disinherited!
My Utmost for His Highest
by Oswald Chambers
I received my first copy of Oswald
Chambers’ devotional classic when I was in
high school, and I've read its 365 daily entries
many times. Chambers’ spiritual insight is
simple but profound, mysterious yet
instantly practical. The book offers short
daily devotions helpful for someone new to
faith in Christ as well as those who have been
committed to that journey for years. In a
devotion titled “Gracious Uncertainty,"
Chambers writes, “Certainty is the mark of
the commonsense life–gracious uncertainty
is the mark of the spiritual life. To be certain of God means that we are
uncertain in all our ways, not knowing what tomorrow may bring. This is
generally expressed with a sigh of sadness, but it should be an expression

of breathless expectation. We are uncertain of the next step, but we are
certain of God. As soon as we abandon ourselves to God and do the task
He has placed closest to us, He begins to fill our lives with surprises.”
The Great Divorce
by C.S. Lewis
Perhaps the most influential Christian author
of the 20th century, C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of
Narnia, Mere Christianity, and The Screwtape
Letters are almost apocryphal texts for
contemporary Christians. Often overlooked
among Lewis’ work is The Great Divorce, in
which the author offers an imaginative look
into the afterlife that challenges many
traditional understandings of Heaven and
Hell. Meditating on the themes of good and
evil, grace and judgement, Lewis ultimately
concludes that “if we insist on keeping Hell
(or even earth) we shall not see Heaven: if we accept Heaven we shall not
be able to retain even the smallest and most intimate souvenirs of Hell.”
The Ragamuffin Gospel
by Brennan Manning
The writings of Brennan Manning taught me
that God does not need our work, success, or
accomplishments. Instead, God simply wants
us. Sadly, too often we Christians create a
spirituality based on works and make church
life a series of social events which require us
to “put on” or act our best in front of others.
Brennan writes that we must instead “come
to him (God) as ragamuffins–dirty,
bedraggled, and beat-up. And when we sit at
his feet, he smiles upon us, the chosen objects
of his “furious love.” The Ragamuffin Gospel is
for anyone willing to come to God as they are
and encounter an authentic life in Christ
without all the bells and whistles.

Falling Upward
by Richard Rohr
Richard Rohr is “in” right now. His daily
devotions are read by thousands all over the
world, he is the author of numerous books,
there is a waiting list to attend one of his
seminars or retreats at his "Center for
Action and Contemplation" in New Mexico,
and he has been on Oprah. Rohr’s fame is
quite ironic considering that the message he
preaches is one of self-discovery through
failure, humility, and self-denial. Apparently,
there is a market for helping people get over
themselves so they can experience the life God intends for them. That is
exactly what I needed when I first read Falling Upward. Through what he
calls a "spirituality for the two halves of life," Rohr offers the image of life
as a container. In the first half of life, one spends time building their
container. This takes place in the families that form us, education, and
early career decisions. In the second half of life, healthy people devote
their lives to what they will put into their containers, i.e. spiritual growth,
values, and service. Sadly, many people spend all their days building,
perfecting, or decorating their containers with achievements without ever
thinking about what it was designed to hold. For Rohr, Christ leads us to
“fall upward” and, by leading us to leave the first half of life behind, offers
us the very life our "containers" were built to hold.

Bayshore Returns to In-Person Worship
We have been so grateful to be back to in-person worship at Bayshore for
the past several weeks! If you're considering joining us in the sanctuary
soon, please remember these important protocols for our services at this
time: Masks are required at all times, and safe social distancing is
maintained. Child care is not available during the services at this time.
Sunday School and other Sunday morning activities have not resumed
yet. Of course, our services continue to be live-streamed on our
Facebook page and website.

Bayshore is proud to be a founding contributor to the Emmanuel
McCall Racial Justice and Leadership Initiative. Rev. Dr. McCall is a
trailblazer who has spent much of his life working for racial justice
– as a student, denominational leader, pastor, author, and scholar.
In these days of tension and turmoil, we are grateful to work
alongside the McCall Initiative "to create avenues for God's
imperfect church to move toward meaningful unity between
racially diverse communities."
The Emmanuel McCall Racial Equity Fund supports the work of
CBF by:
Increasing diversity and inclusion work led by CBF Global staff
and the Pan African Koinonia, formerly known as CBF’s African
American Network
Initiating intentional spiritual and leadership development
opportunities for Black members of CBF
Fostering partnerships in CBF state and regional organizations to
increase diversity
Developing and distributing diversity, equity, and inclusion
resources for CBF churches
Developing and distributing racial justice resources for CBF
churches
Initiating repair work opportunities for CBF Global, CBF state
and regional organizations and local churches with and for the
Black community, including social enterprise opportunities,
micro lending initiatives, a rescue loan program and targeted
scholarships for seminarians and Black college partners. These
partners include Arkansas Baptist College and Simmons College
of Kentucky.

Jigsaw Puzzle Swap and
Exchange

Hey puzzle lovers! See you on Wednesday,
November 4th from 1-5 p.m. for our first
monthly puzzle swap. To date, we have over 50
puzzles to choose from for people of all ages.
When you finish the puzzle, return it to Bayshore
before or on December 2nd, our next puzzle
exchange date. Be sure to have the pieces in a
zip lock bag inside the box. As always, if there is
a missing piece, please recycle it. We will be
practicing social distancing, of course. Remember
to wear your mask. Any questions: call or text
Tammy Snyder at 813-810-7499.

Christmas Décor

Advent will be here soon! Please consider helping Stephanie
Rumbley decorate our beautiful sanctuary. When you are asked for
your time, please say YESSSSS! We can use 1 hour or 4 hours or 8
hours…whatever you can spare! Contact Tammy Snyder, 813-8107499.

Missions News

Metropolitan Ministries

Our October food drive for Metropolitan Ministries was a huge success!
Thank you once again dear Bayshore family. As a church with many
resources, we have a responsibility to show compassion for those in need.
Met Ministries expects to help as many as 35,000 hurting families in the
Tampa Bay area this holiday season. You have helped make this happen!
Here’s another way you can show your love and compassion for others
during the upcoming holidays:
On Saturday, November 14th from 2-5 p.m., we are seeking 10 people
from Bayshore to help Metropolitan Ministries spruce up their campus
and prepare for the Thanksgiving Food Distribution Tent. You can learn
more and register using this link:
https://metromin.volunteerhub.com/lp/BayshoreBaptistMain/

Kingdom Kids

Again in 2020, Bayshore is supporting our mission partner Kingdom
Kids to bring Christmas to impoverished families. Kingdom Kids, a
ministry of Living Faith Bible Fellowship, makes Christmas real for the
children who attend Robles Elementary School. 93% of the children
who attend this school are eligible for free lunches. We have committed
to provide 50 toys (they need 750) to their toy drive. Please consider
purchasing a toy or two for a boy or girl ages 5 through 12. We are
asking everyone to spend no less than $15 per gift. Toys are being
collected throughout November. Collection baskets are just inside the
church entrance doors in the main lobby and the main entrance to the
sanctuary.
Kingdom Kids is also collecting gift cards for their ministry that assists
grandparents who are guardians for their grandchildren. We are asking
for $20 Walmart or Publix gift card donations for grandparents. We
encourage everyone to consider spending less on themselves and more
on others this Christmas.

Offering For Global Missions: A Christmas Eve Tradition
Continues
Prepare now to contribute to our Christmas Eve Global Missions
Offering. During these times of the coronavirus pandemic, the needs of
people served through our CBF field personnel have increased
exponentially. Bayshore currently supports 62 field personnel in the US
and 17 foreign countries. You can personally impact people who are
suffering through this offering. By giving, we ensure that field
personnel stay firmly rooted in the places where God has called them.

Extending Hope & Hospitality in Belgium w/ CBF field personnel Janee Angel

Adult Studies & Connection Groups
The History of Christianity

Join Alex in discovering the rich history and heritage of the Christian
faith and how it's relevant to our church and world today!
Online Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Contact Alex for access info.

The Study of Ephesians

Join Bill Scarle for an in-depth study of the Epistle to the Ephesians that
will help you grow in knowledge and faith!
Online Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Contact Tammy for access info.

The Epic of Eden

Join Tammy for an exciting video/book study of The Epic of Eden by Dr.
Sandra Richter: a clear & powerful journey through the Old Testament.
Online Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Online Wednesdays at 10 a.m. (Senior Women's study).
Contact Tammy for access info.

We had a great time at our 2020 Fall Fest, and it was so good to be
back together after so long! For November, Nick is encouraging our
youth to sign up for Bayshore's afternoon of service with Met
Ministries on November 14th. This will be an awesome opportunity
to be the hands and feet of Jesus (and get some service hours while
you're at it)!
Weekly Programs
Wednesdays: Our youth continue to meet each Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. to catch up, fellowship, and share in Bible study together. Our
meetings take place on an app called "Discord." Please contact Nick
Dawson to learn how your student can join us!
Sundays: LOFT Sunday School is 9:30-10 a.m. each Sunday on
Zoom. Contact Nick for access information!

October 2019

October 2020

Oh how a year changes things…we go from 2019 pumpkin decorating together in
Fellowship Hall to 2020 Zoom meetings with a surprise package in the mail. It’s important
to remember that God is the constant in our lives – He never changes and is always
available! For the month of November, Shore Kids will be learning to “Give thanks to the
Lord, because he is good. His faithful love continues forever.” Psalm 136:1 We will learn
about gratitude in our Sunday School classes and in our November 11th Shore Kids Zoom.
As always, our Zoom activity is a surprise that requires an “equipment package”. Let
Melissa know by November 4th if you want to join in on our Zoom “Chip, Chip Hooray."

We learned that "friendship is using your words and actions to show others you care." We
exchanged postcards with our missionary friends from Lyon, France, Sophia and Julia
Muniz. They were so excited to get postcards from their new friends in the United States.
The postcards above are to Shore Kids from Sophia and Julia. The Muniz family made
a video for us so we could get to know them better and see what their home in France was
like. We sent a package of goodies to France, and during one of our Shore Kids Zoom, we
ate traditional French treats. The Muniz family does a great job sharing the love of Jesus
with the people in France. One of their best tools is friendship! We have a special
connection with the Muniz family because our preschool teacher, Miss Caren (Hayward) is
their grandmother!

Each month we share news and articles from CBF partners and other Christian
publications. Please enjoy this article from Nurturing Faith by Brent Walker,
executive director emeritus of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty in
Washington, DC. Brent and his wife, Nancy, grew-up at Bayshore and reside in
northern Virginia where Nancy previously served as pastor of congregational care
at Columbia Baptist Church.

A MIX OR A MESS?
Foy Valentine, a Baptist ethicist of a generation ago, had a good response
to the old bromide that religion and politics don’t mix.
“It is true if it means the gears of the church ought not to engage the
cogs of the state, and vice versa,” he said. “It is grievously wrong if it
means that the spheres of religion and politics…may never properly come
into contact with one another.”
The institutional separation of church and state — indispensable as it
is — does not require a segregation of religion from politics or strip the
public square of religious discourse. The metaphorical wall of separation
does not block metaphysical assumptions from influencing public life.
To do so, Valentine wrote in his 1975 book, Citizenship for Christians,
would produce "a pitifully irrelevant church and a grossly irreverent
state.”
People of faith have the right — and I believe a sacred duty — to be
involved in public life, trying to transform the commonweal into a better
place for all citizens. But, danger always lurks when we try to combine
religion and politics. That maneuver requires great care.
First, it’s certainly proper to judge a candidate by taking into account
his or her conduct, character and convictions. However, Article VI of the
U.S. Constitution forbids religious tests for public office.
Although this ban only applies to formal disabilities for qualifying
for office, we should honor the spirit as well as the letter of Article VI.
Religion may be part of the mix, but we should never impose a religious
litmus test in deciding for whom to vote.
This means a discussion of a candidate’s religion is permissible,
but never mandatory; candidates may but should not be made to talk
about their religious beliefs. Atheists, agnostics and religiously
unaffiliated candidates should not be prejudiced in the political arena.
A candidate’s religion should never be impugned in debate and
election advertising. The president’s remark, for example — that a
lifelong, committed Catholic, Joe Biden, will “hurt God” — is way out of
bounds.
Second, if religion is discussed, it is essential to ask how the
candidate’s religious views will affect policy positions or address
leadership competence. Always ask the “so what?” question: What
difference will one’s religion make in the candidate’s performance of his

or her duties?
If there is not a tight fit, then talking about religion smacks of
theological voyeurism or religious bias and violates the spirit of the test
ban clause. However, there has been a curious flip here.
Many conservative Protestants refused to support John F. Kennedy
because of his Catholicism and, more recently, declined to vote for Mitt
Romney, a Mormon. Some have even lied about a candidate’s religion,
claiming Barack Obama is a Muslim.
Yet, more than 80 percent of white evangelicals voted for a
treble-married, scantly observant, theologically illiterate candidate for
president. Now, some on the left have gotten in the electoral religion
game by criticizing the president — who apparently rarely worships, had
to borrow a Bible as a prop for a photo op and doesn’t know how to
pronounce “1 Corinthians”— for lack of proper churchmanship. This is
wrong, too.
A robust debate is important to a vital democracy and opponents’
moral and ethical shortcomings and lack of character are fair game, but
not their religion or lack thereof.
In addition to the “no religious test” principle and the importance
of asking the “so what?” follow-up question, I offer three words of
caution, or caveats, to the general proposition that religion can be helpful
and should be a part of our public discourse.
The first is theological. Any foray into politics with focused religious
motivation should be tempered with a dose of humility. We need to
understand that, however sure we think we are of our position, the other
person has something to say and in the final analysis might be right.
My predecessor at the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty,
James Dunn, used to say of the bombastic broadsides heard mainly from
the religious right in recent years, “What they say is not totally false; it is
falsely total.”
It lacks a note of self-evaluation, of tentativeness, of nuance, of
humility that one needs to bring to bear on a public policy proposal
based squarely on one’s religious conviction. This goes for extremism on
the religious left, too.
Rep. Barbara Jordan, a Baptist sister, had it right 35 years ago at
a BJC meeting when she was asked how to properly articulate Christian
values in government. Her response went something like this:
“You would do well to pursue your cause with vigor, while
remembering you are a servant of God, not a spokesperson for God, and
remembering that God may choose to bless an opposing point of view
for reasons that have not been revealed to you.”
The theological principle of humility must temper our religious
exuberance.

The second caveat is ethical. It has to do with the abuse of “civil
religion” — that blending of a generic Judeo-Christian piety with
American nationalism so that one cannot tell them apart.
Amanda Tyler, my successor at BJC, and her staff have led an effort
to oppose “Christian Nationalism,” in its various forms. Their trenchant
statement, “Christians Against Christian Nationalism,” has garnered more
than 16,000 endorsers from across the religious spectrum.
The false notion that the United States is a “Christian nation” fuels
the engines of Christian Nationalism. (If our founders wanted to set up a
“Christian nation,” why would they ban religious tests for office? They
would have required one.)
Yes, benign acknowledgements of our religious heritage — in our
mottos, slogans and public rituals — have been upheld by the courts. But
I bristle when civil religion, certainly Christian Nationalism, is used to
promote a political agenda.
We must apply some prudential brakes here, some self-restraint, on
the notion that public religion is or can be beneficial.
The third caution is legal and constitutional. We have issues dealing
with electioneering activities by churches and other nonprofits exempt
from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the tax code.
In exchange for this most favorable tax status (the entity is
tax-exempt and donations are deductible), these nonprofits are not
allowed to endorse or oppose candidates for office. We do not finance
political campaigns with before-tax dollars.
Under this provision, houses of worship, of course, may engage
freely in issue advocacy. They may speak out on the great moral issues of
the day from the pulpit, through publications, and in other ways.
Similarly, they may engage in some “lobbying” activities —
attempting to influence legislation in Congress and state legislatures.
However, electioneering — supporting or opposing candidates for office
— is completely banned.
The watchwords are: Issues, yes! Candidates, no!
The president’s threat to “totally destroy” this provision has not
come to pass. And the IRS has not been willing to enforce the
electioneering ban with great assiduity. However, responsible
citizenship dictates that we obey the law, and if a 501(c )(3) organization
wants to support or oppose candidates, it should give up that favored
tax-exempt status.
There are constitutional issues surrounding the governing phase of
public life. Religiously motivated policy initiatives should always have a
secular purpose and the primary effect that does not advance religion.
That’s what Rep. David Price means when he talks about “a coincidence
of the religious precept with broader public values,” advancing the

common good, not just a narrow sectarian agenda.
Think of it this way: Religion plays an important, but limited, role.
Religion may motivate policy, but it should not dominate it.
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham has said that religion is
a thread in the tapestry of American life, not the whole tapestry, and that
religion should shape policy but not strangle it.
Moreover, if the only rationale for a policy position is an a priori
religious assertion, it is hard for it to be debated and tested in the
marketplace of ideas. There should be a broader, non-religious rationale
articulated for public policy that is based on faith convictions.
Otherwise, it runs the risk of violating the First Amendment’s ban
on the establishment of religion.
In the upcoming election, there is much people of faith can do. The
easiest and perhaps most important way is to VOTE! That is the least any
American can do, and certainly people of faith as well.
Much has been said about absentee voting and other species of
voting by mail — mostly, that it encourages fraud. There is no evidence
to show that voting by mail spawns widespread fraud. Error? Yes, maybe,
but that’s the case with in-person voting too, as we saw in the 2000
presidential election.
The lingering pandemic makes voting by mail even more important
with many voters not wanting to venture out into a crowded polling site.
My former colleague at BJC, Melissa Rogers, has rightly said,
“Faith is visible, vocal and vital in the United States.” That’s the way it
should be.
Let’s exercise our faith, expressing love for neighbor and respect
for the process crafted by our founders, the constitution and the best of
our political culture. The late Foy Valentine would be proud!
-J. Brent Walker is executive director emeritus of the Washington-based
Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty.

*Reprinted with permission from Nurturing Faith Journal
(goodfaithmedia.org).

Bayshore Softball
The Bayshore softball team returns to action
beginning October 30th. You can show your
support by attending a game at Gadsden Park (please
practice social distancing) or by purchasing your
very own team shirt or hat. Both youth and adult
sizes are available. Shirts are $20, and hats are $25.
You can order Bayshore softball shirts (youth smalladult XXL) and hats (youth or adult flex-fit) by
emailing Nick Dawson at
ndawson@bayshorebaptistchurch.com

Fall Schedule
Oct. 30 @ 7pm
Nov. 6 @ 7pm
Nov. 13 @ 7pm
Nov. 20 @ 9pm
Dec. 4 @ 8pm & 9pm
Dec. 11 @ 9pm
Dec. 18 @ 7pm

Bayshore Baptist Church
3111 W. Morrison Ave.
Tampa, FL 33629

