
A word from Alex
"Manna in the Wilderness"

Church Family,

In Exodus 16, Moses and the Israelites were tired and hungry in the wilderness.  Although God had liberated them

from the oppression of the Egyptians and parted the waters to deliver them safely on the other side, the people still

began to grow weary.  They did not know where they were going or how they would be sustained on their journey. 

Many lamented the loss of Egypt and longed to return to their days of slavery where they slept with roofs over their

heads and ate their fill of bread and meat. God heard the people’s cry, and rained down manna from heaven, and

caused quails to cover their camp.  The story goes that the Israelites ate that manna for 40 years.
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"God knows the desires of
our hearts and promises

to provide for our needs as
we walk the wild and

uncertain journey to the
promised land.  We are

tired and hungry, and yet I
know there is manna all

around, even on our most
difficult day"

I do not know about you, but I feel like these past 5

months have been a wilderness.  I began 2020 with such

great hopes for our church.  Never in my ministry did I

have such clarity for where God was leading me and who

we were becoming as a congregation.  We had plans for

new spiritual formation programs, expanded inter-

generational ministries, and even a capital campaign to

retire our debt.  Then came COVID-19 and everything

changed.  For the past several months, most of us have

remained at home, venturing only to the grocery store

and socially distanced open-air areas.  These months

have been incredibly difficult for me, and I know they

have been for you as well.

The greatest struggle for me has been the loss of our

weekly rhythm of worship, Sunday school, and church

community.  I miss you all so much it hurts.  I miss

church, everything about church.  Time and time again

the scriptures call us to assemble as Christ’s body,

knowing that when we do, Christ is present.  Our

presence together in church is essential to the Christian

life, and it is a struggle to go without it.  I need it.

My marriage needs it.  My kids need it.  Church is so

important and has been greatly missed.  I long for the

days we gathered and witnessed God’s work among us.

We are in the wilderness!

The story of the Israelites reminds us that, even in the

wilderness, God hears our cries and even our

complaints.  God knows the desires of our hearts and

promises to provide for our needs as we walk the wild

and uncertain journey to the promised land.  We are

tired and hungry, and yet I know there is manna all

around, even on our most difficult day.

I have tasted the sweetness of God’s manna through

witnessing our church reach out and check in with one

another.  It was manna that came to us in Terry Stone

and Jim Neil, who have helped us record and livestream

quality worship services, even providing the equipment

needed to do so.  God is providing manna through the

work of our mission’s committee as they continue to

work with our local and international partners to

minister to the needs of the most vulnerable.  Since we

last gathered, the Gallimore’s welcomed our third son,

Allston.  Although he does not know you yet, he has

already tasted God’s manna through your countless

notes, meals, and gifts. Working from home, I have

feasted on God’s manna through the increased time

spent with my family, even when we frustratingly

distract one another and the four walls of our house seem

to get smaller.  While I long to be with you and Bayshore

in-person, I know God’s presence is with us in our

various places, and the provision of God’s manna is all

around. Though I pray we will not have to eat it nearly as

long as the Israelites, I am certain we will not go hungry.



In the pages that follow, you will notice additional manna

available to you as we continue to navigate the wilderness

of COVID-19.  While I know we long to return to church

life as normal, we as your ministers hope to provide

opportunities to increase our sense of fellowship,

worship, and discipleship as best we can until that day

comes.  Please take a moment to review the many

Sunday school and discipleship classes coming up for all

ages to strengthen your soul and reconnect you with

your church family.  Should you need any help

connecting technologically, either to a class or our

weekly worship service, please let us know.  It is easier

than you think, and we are more than happy to help.

You will also notice an update from Scott McClelland,

our deacon chair, on our progress towards discerning a

plan to reopen our facilities, as well as an update on our

church finances.  Please prayerfully reflect upon these.

Friends, hear my heart when I say that I long to be with

you again.  We are better together, and it is so hard to be

apart.  Until then, may we not miss the manna God is

offering us now.  May we eat, be filled, and find a new

strength as we journey through the wilderness on our

way to the promised land. 

Sincerely in Christ,

Alex

COVID-19 Update
Over the last couple of months, I have had the pleasure of the working with the staff and deacons planning for the

reopening of the church building. I wish to be very particular in how I say this, because we have not closed the

church – we have stopped having in-person worship in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. To keep the membership

safe, we chose to close the building and offer worship through virtual means; so the church is still in session, just

not like it has always been.  I, for one, long to return to in-person fellowship, but we must do so safely.

In early June, the deacons met virtually to discuss the fundamental issues and opinions of the deacons on

reopening the church building.  Many topics were considered, including how other churches were planning to

reopen their building, what were the recommendations of the Center for Disease Control and the Cooperative

Baptist Fellowship, what are the potential risks and how do you measure them, among other things. While the

opinions of the deacons varied from "open now" to "open after a vaccine," we ultimately decided to have the

Advisory Council prepare a Building Reopening Plan for deacon approval.

The Advisory Council (made up of the chairs of various committees and three at large members) met three times,

twice in May and once in July, deciding to address only the reopening of the building related to worship services

and ultimately to prepare a 4-page Building Reopening Plan which was approved by the Council on July 14th.  This

document was provided to the deacons and discussed on July 28th.  After a lengthy discussion, the deacons voted

to send the document back to the Advisory Council to add more detail, such as information on how worshipers will

enter the building, how communion will be offered, and other details that are only generally considered in the

original document. Deacons are currently providing the Advisory Council topics for additional detail.  The

Advisory Council will now go back to work to enhance and expand the Plan.

If you have any questions, ideas, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at:

McClellandSI@cdmsmith.com

Sincerely,

Scott McClelland, Chairman of Deacons



Opportunities for Discipleship

& Connection 

Acts: The Gospel of the Church
After Jesus’ resurrection, he commissioned his followers to make disciples
of the nations.  The book of Acts tells that story as the Holy Spirit
established the first Christian communities to break down the walls of
division, spread the gospel, and take a stand for God’s kingdom.

Online Mondays at 7 PM during the month of August

Adults

The History of Christianity
How has Christianity been practiced through the centuries?  Where did the
Bible come from?  Why are there so many different denominations and
what do they all believe? Do the differences between Catholics and
Protestants still matter? Is it okay if I am sometimes embarrassed to tell
people I am a Baptist?  We will cover all these questions and more during
our journey through the history of Christianity.

Online Wednesdays at 7 PM beginning September 9th and (hopefully)
eventually in-person



Emotionally Healthy Relationships
Have you ever wondered why we recycle the same problems in the church
year after year? Broken relationships, unresolved conflicts, inability to
speak the truth, pretending things are fine because we’re concerned about
being nice. Week after week we hear sermons about loving better, but little
changes in people’s lives. We spend a lot of money to learn and become
competent in our careers, but few of us have learned the skills or gained
the competency to love well. It’s been rightly said that 85 percent of
Christians are stuck, stagnant in their spiritual lives. Most discipleship
approaches do not include the necessary tools to mature us as followers of
Jesus Christ who love God, ourselves, and others well. 75 people joined us
for Emotionally Healthy Spirituality in the spring.  We hope you will add
your name to that list this fall as we turn to Emotionally Healthy
Relationships.

Online Mondays at 7 PM beginning September 14th and (hopefully)
eventually in-person.

Oasis
An oasis is defined as a place serving as a refuge, relief, or pleasant change
from what is usual or difficult. The Oasis group, led by Mel and Ellen
Bower, will seek to create a place of spiritual renewal and emotional relief
as individuals come together to apply scripture to our current context and
encourage one another during these most challenging times…perfect for
those longing for greater connection to God and others! 

Online Sundays at 6 PM beginning September 13th



The Epic of Eden
Let’s be honest: it’s just easier to study the New Testament. The pre-Jesus
part of the Bible can seem so convoluted with lineages, stories, and laws
that Jesus has already fulfilled. In fact, most of what we know about the Old
Testament can feel like a grab bag of people, books, events, and ideas,
and usually, it’s hard for us make sense of it and see how it connects at all
to God’s bigger story.

In The Epic of Eden, Dr. Sandra Richter jumps headlong into the Old
Testament to clearly and powerfully communicate a history of God’s
redeeming grace, weaving together a story that runs from the Eden of the
Garden to the garden of the New Jerusalem.  This video/book study will be
led by Tammy Snyder.

Online Sundays at 9:30 AM beginning September 13th
Online Wednesdays at 10 AM beginning September 9th (Senior

Women's study)

The Study of Numbers
You’ve heard that the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40
years, right? The book of Numbers tells that story. Numbers follows Moses
and Israel’s journey from the foot of Mount Sinai (which is where Leviticus
ends) to the edge of the promised land of Canaan.  Join Bill Scarle to
journey through this Old Testament book.  

Online Wednesdays at 6 PM



Wednesdays: Our youth continue to meet each Wednesday at 6:30 PM to catch up,
fellowship, and share in Bible study together. Our meetings take place on an app called
Discord. Please contact Nick Dawson to learn how your student can join us!

Sundays: Youth Sunday School will resume digitally on September 13th! We'll meet from 10-
10:30 AM each Sunday on Zoom. Be on the look out for login details soon.

Back-to-School Drop By: Nick will be stopping by our youth's homes over the next few weeks
to check in and drop off a back-to-school treat. Scheduling details coming soon!

As always, please remember that Nick is available to minister to our youth and their families in
any way he can. Please do not hesitate to reach out to him with any needs or questions you
might have!

Sunday School: Mr. Jimmy will continue to teach the Preschool class. He does an amazing job
combining all the resources into an interactive video.  Mr. Jimmy sends the link to his class via
e-mail. Miss Gloria will continue to teach Elementary and 6th grade Bible study. Gloria does a
great job using Zoom to teach and interact with the children.  This class is live at 9:30 on
Sunday mornings and can be accessed via a Zoom link invitation.

Weekly Bible Story Message (Similar to Children’s Church): Each week there is a very well
done video for preschool, elementary and preteen children. The videos present a new Bible
message and reinforce the monthly memory verse and theme.  I send the links via e-mail each
week with news, announcements and reminders. Miss Melissa’s weekly Facebook video is a
preview of the weekly Bible message, reinforcement of the monthly verse and theme and
hype/announcements for the Zoom activities we do on Wednesday nights.

Zoom Wednesdays: A variety of activities to provide opportunities for kids to have fun, learn
and interact. We have played Bingo, done scavenger hunts and August will bring a “Top
Secret” activity complete with equipment! Each month is different, and in the fall, we will
begin to explore missions/missionaries.

Monthly Communication Package: Everyone likes to get mail right?  Preschoolers receive a
poster with the monthly Bible verse and “Bottom Line” question and a poster illustrating
motions for the memory verse.  Elementary and Preteens receive the monthly memory verse
and Life App Posters. A cover letter in the package is another way to stay in touch.  It has all
the new monthly activities and news and is a reminder of ongoing activities.



Report from CBF Florida
Dear Bayshore, 
 
There is much work and discussion currently happening concerning CBF Florida.  Both Alex
and I are part of a project with a newly formed Future Directions Team.  This team will be
seeking to discern the shape, the priorities, and the work of CBF Florida in the months and
years ahead. We're working with Harry Rowland and Adam Granger from CBF Global while
following a CBF spiritual discernment process outlined in "Dawnings."
 
Here are the people on the team I am leading: Evan Rees (Christ Journey Church), Brenda
Cohen (First Baptist Church, Gainesville), Kevin Smith (First Baptist Missionary Church of Oak
Leaf), Danny Prada (HeartWay Church), Ramona Reynolds-Netto (Church on the Drive), Kevin
Collison (The Springs Church), Aimee Hobbs (First Baptist Church, St. Petersburg), Alex
Gallimore (Bayshore Baptist Church) and Ray Johnson (CBF FL Coordinator).
 
Presently, our team is asking their CBF Florida churches and friends to pray for discernment in
two specific ways: (1) Who would God have us to be? (2) What would God have us to do?  While
these questions are very general, we are certain that, through this discernment process, God will
reveal a specific direction as we plan for CBF FL’s future.
 
This team will be contacting our CBF Florida congregations and members to listen to them and
discover what the Spirit of God is doing in their churches and their communities.  Please pray
for this team as they journey together during this time of disruption.
 
Love,
Tammy

Shore Kids Continued
With all the changes and disruption that COVID has brought, we decided, for now, to keep our
children in the same Sunday School classes. There is value in being with children and teachers
who are familiar.  Also, we want to be able to recognize our children’s transition from preschool
to elementary and from elementary to youth in our worship service. With that being said, this
plan is not set in stone.  It is meant to provide stability to our kids when so many things are
changing in their world.  If you would prefer that your child be promoted to the next level,
let me know and we will accommodate you.  
 
And last, I am attempting to create a space to share the resources listed above in one
site/link/click.  Not sure what the outcome will be – it’s a lofty goal for me.  With a little help, or
maybe a lot of help, I hope to make that happen in the near future.  
 
I welcome any feedback, advice, input or questions. Let me know if you need to be connected
with any of the resources above. Hope to see you on Zoom!  

God bless! 
Melissa




