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A word from Alex
"Learning to Dream Again"
Church family,
There have been many sleepless nights in our house of five this summer. Allison and I have been up and down every
few hours with one of our boys since June. This pandemic has taken its toll in many ways, including the sleep
rhythms of our children. Since I have had little uninterrupted sleep, I have dreamed less. In fact, until just a few days
ago, I am not sure I had been dreaming at all.

"May we allow ourselves to
both laugh and cry. May we
mourn that which has been
lost while joyfully reaching
for what is to come. May we
remember that God
continues to be God and
worthy of worship, both
inside and outside the
sanctuary."

That all changed on the evening of Sunday, August 23rd.

As I have continued to reflect on my dream and imagine

For the first time in a long time, all three boys slept

a return to in-person worship at Bayshore, I have been

through the night. Likewise, Allison and I were able to

reminded of the story from the Book of Ezra about the

sleep as well, and I dreamed a dream. I dreamed I was

time the people of Israel first saw the foundation of the

worshipping with our congregation at Bayshore. The

new Temple following the Babylonian exile. The text

sanctuary was full as we sang hymn no. 3, “Worthy of

reads:

Worship.” Following the service, I spoke to many of you
and even found that one of you had left a banana

“When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of

pudding for me on my desk. The whole event was

the Lord, the priests in their vestments were stationed to

incredibly emotional, and as I woke, those emotions

praise the Lord with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons

lingered. I spent the next several days reflecting on what

of Asaph, with cymbals, according to the directions of

it meant that the first time I was able to dream in a long

King David of Israel; and they sang responsively, praising

time, I dreamed about our church and worship in our

and giving thanks to the Lord, 'For he is good, for his

church. This continues to be my dream and the deepest

steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.’ And all the

desire of my heart.

people responded with a great shout when they praised
the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the

As the dream faded, the realities of COVID-19 returned.

Lord was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and

As wonderful as it was to dream of a full Bayshore, I

heads of families, old people who had seen the first

know that when we do return to in-person worship, our

house on its foundations, wept with a loud voice when

numbers will be low and 6-feet apart. While it felt

they saw this house, though many shouted aloud for

natural to dream of singing together that God is “worthy

joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of

of worship and praise,” I know that congregational

the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s weeping,

singing will not initially be a part of those first in-person

for the people shouted so loudly that the sound was

services. As good as it was to shake hands and give and

heard far away.”

receive hugs in my dream, I know we are still a long
way from that. Perhaps the only attainable feature of my
dream is that one of you, if you wanted to, could still
make me a banana pudding…

–Ezra 3:10-13.

When the people returned from exile, some laughed,

Continue to be open-minded and patient if things are not

while others cried. This perfectly describes the emotions

initially how you remember them or if things do not

I feel as we get closer to a plan for in-person worship at

return as quickly as possible. Israel lived in exile for

Bayshore. I want to shout for joy at the idea of gathering,

nearly 70 years. Our wait will not be nearly that long.

and I want to cry knowing that, for a season at least,

Finally, begin to dream with me about what Bayshore

things will not be the same as they were before COVID-

was to you in the past and what you hope it will be in the

19. Still, we know that our God “is good, and his love

future. May we allow ourselves to both laugh and cry.

endures forever!”

May we mourn that which has been lost while joyfully
reaching for what is to come. May we remember that

I ask that you join me in seeking the goodness of God as

God continues to be God and worthy of worship, both

we continue to navigate these new and uncertain waters.

inside and outside the sanctuary. May we begin to dream

Pray for our staff, Advisory committee, and diaconate as

God’s dream for us together again.

we near the finalization of a plan to resume in-person
worship.

Sincerely in Christ,
Alex

COVID-19 Update
The Advisory Council will present an updated plan for resuming in-person worship to the Deacons Thursday,
September 3rd. Upon the approval of this plan, you will receive an additional update in the mail outlining the next
steps and what to expect as we begin preparing to reopen our building. The Advisory Council consists of the
church officers, chairs of church committees, and 3 at-large members. If you have any questions, concerns, or
feedback about this process, please contact Scott McClelland at McClellandSI@cdmsmith.com

Introducing Our New Preschool Director
Lorida Morey

We are pleased to welcome Lorida Morey as the new director of the Bayshore Preschool.
Lorida will build upon the leadership offered by Tonya Bryant who left us this summer as her
husband Jamie was reassigned to lead ROTC at Tennessee Tech.
Lorida received a bachelor's in Mathematics from USF and holds a Staff Credential in Early
Childhood Education and a State of Florida Preschool Director's Credential. For the last 14
years, Lorida has either been in positions directing a school or teaching 3 and 4 year olds in
the classroom. In 2009, Lorida had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Paula Parker while working
with Paula's daughter, Pam Parker, at a preschool. She is grateful this connection was made
and has come full circle, leading her to Bayshore Baptist Church Preschool.
Lorida was born in Lakeland, Florida and raised in Auburndale, Florida. She grew up in
church and currently attends Fellowship Baptist Church. Lorida lives in Temple Terrace and
has been married for 27 years to Michael Morey and has two beautiful daughters, Sarah, age
20, and Heather, age 18. Lorida enjoys spending time with her family, cooking, and crafting.
She is looking forward to getting to know everyone while working hard to uphold the level of
excellence and foundation that Mrs. Paula Parker and Bayshore Baptist Church have built for
the Preschool.
loridamorey@bbcpreschool.com

Opportunities for Discipleship
& Connection
Adults

The History of Christianity

How has Christianity been practiced through the centuries? Where did the
Bible come from? Why are there so many different denominations and
what do they all believe? Do the differences between Catholics and
Protestants still matter? Is it okay if I am sometimes embarrassed to tell
people I am a Baptist? We will cover all these questions and more during
our journey through the history of Christianity.
Online Wednesdays at 7 p.m. beginning September 16th and (hopefully)
eventually in-person. Contact Alex for access info.

Oasis

An oasis is defined as a place serving as a refuge, relief, or pleasant change
from what is usual or difficult. The Oasis group, led by Mel and Ellen
Bower, will seek to create a place of spiritual renewal and emotional relief
as individuals come together to apply scripture to our current context and
encourage one another during these most challenging times…perfect for
those longing for greater connection to God and others!
Online Sundays at 6 p.m. beginning September 13th. Contact Tammy for
access info.

Please Register for Emotionally Healthy
Relationships by Wednesday, September 9th!

Have you ever wondered why we recycle the same problems in the church
year after year? Broken relationships, unresolved conflicts, inability to
speak the truth, pretending things are fine because we’re concerned about
being nice. Week after week we hear sermons about loving better, but little
changes in people’s lives. We spend a lot of money to learn and become
competent in our careers, but few of us have learned the skills or gained
the competency to love well. It’s been rightly said that 85 percent of
Christians are stuck, stagnant in their spiritual lives. Most discipleship
approaches do not include the necessary tools to mature us as followers of
Jesus Christ who love God, ourselves, and others well. 75 people joined us
for Emotionally Healthy Spirituality in the spring. We hope you will add
your name to that list this fall as we turn to Emotionally Healthy
Relationships.
Online Mondays at 7 p.m. beginning September 14th & Tuesdays at 10
a.m. beginning September 15th. Cost is $20. To register, please contact
Alex at agallimore@bayshorebaptistchurch.com or 813.253.3411

The Study of Numbers
You’ve heard that the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40
years, right? The book of Numbers tells that story. Numbers follows Moses
and Israel’s journey from the foot of Mount Sinai (which is where Leviticus
ends) to the edge of the promised land of Canaan. Join Bill Scarle to
journey through this Old Testament book.
Online Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Contact Tammy for access info.

The Epic of Eden

Let’s be honest: it’s just easier to study the New Testament. The pre-Jesus
part of the Bible can seem so convoluted with lineages, stories, and laws
that Jesus has already fulfilled. In fact, most of what we know about the Old
Testament can feel like a grab bag of people, books, events, and ideas,
and usually, it’s hard for us make sense of it and see how it connects at all
to God’s bigger story.
In The Epic of Eden, Dr. Sandra Richter jumps headlong into the Old
Testament to clearly and powerfully communicate a history of God’s
redeeming grace, weaving together a story that runs from the Eden of the
Garden to the garden of the New Jerusalem. This video/book study will be
led by Tammy Snyder.
Online Sundays at 9:30 a.m. beginning September 13th.
Online Wednesdays at 10 a.m. beginning September 9th (Senior
Women's study).
Contact Tammy for access info.

Nick has had a great time stopping by our youth homes to check in
and drop off a back-to-school treat!
Fall Weekly Programs
Wednesdays: Our youth continue to meet each Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. to catch up, fellowship, and share in Bible study together. Our
meetings take place on an app called "Discord." Please contact Nick
Dawson to learn how your student can join us!
Sundays: Youth Sunday School will resume digitally on September
13th! We'll meet from 10-10:30 a.m. each Sunday on Zoom. Be on
the look out for login details soon.
As always, please remember that Nick is available to minister to our
youth and their families in any way he can. Please do not hesitate
to reach out to him with any needs or questions you might have!
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September 23rd is our next Shore Kids Zoom. It’s an “International
Escapade!” To be a part of this “International Escapade” contact
Miss Melissa by September 15th so we can mail you the package.
If your family would like to be a part of any of the opportunities
below, please contact Melissa Scarle:
Preschool Sunday School
Elementary Zoom Sunday School
Weekly Bible Story Messages
Zoom Wednesdays

Missions Report
Because you give, Missions gives! Thank you, Bayshore! Your Missions team, during
July and August, gave over $10,000 to our mission partners. Here are a few of our $$$
recipients:
Metropolitan Ministries: a local, grassroots, donor and volunteer-fueled community
nonprofit that provides practical solutions for poor and homeless families and individuals
throughout Tampa Bay
Amani Sasa: a Ugandan ministry that serves refugees who have experienced trauma
Passport Camps: a unique, mission-centered Christian summer camp ministry
Beruit, Lebanon Disaster Relief Fund
CBF Emmanuel McCall Racial Equity Fund

Remembering Our Loved Ones

Many of us know that losing a loved one is hard under normal circumstances. It is that much
more difficult during a crisis like the COVID-19 outbreak when memorial services and funerals
have been limited. Here are our precious Bayshore family members who have died in the
months we’ve been apart.
George Best
Johnnie Boghich
Jim Dukett
Ken Raymer
Beverly Weaver
Waller White
Please carry these dear saints and their families with you knowing that, because of their faith,
we will someday be reunited with them.
Good and loving God,
We thank you for the hope and comfort of knowing that George, Johnnie, Jim, Ken, Beverly,
and Waller are now in your eternal home, as they so firmly placed their faith in you. Thank
you for the precious time that you gave us with them. And now we are grateful for the
memories that will continue to be with us. We lift their families and friends up to you and pray
that they may feel and sense your love, feel and sense the strength that you offer to go on, and
feel and sense our prayers. Fill their hearts with peace. Please lead all of us by the still waters of
comfort and in the paths of your righteousness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Love,
Tammy

