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The definition of “Apostle” according to the Book of Acts is as
follows: “One of the men who have been with us the whole time
the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from John’s
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of
these men must become a witness with us of his resurrection (Acts
1:21 & 22).” Several things are obvious from this definition.

First, Peter is referring to the group of twelve Apostles. Matthias,
who was chosen to replace Judas, became a member of the
“Twelve.” This group formed a center core of witnesses who were
given singular place and responsibility among the followers of
Jesus.

Second, this was a calling that could not be passed on to others,
since it was to men who had been eye witnesses to the
resurrection. The Greek word used here is “martus” from which
we derive “martyr.” Its Hebrew equivalent would be “ed” or
“ayd” from the root meaning “to repeat.” They were those
referred to by Luke at the beginning of his Gospel as “those who
from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.”

Third, their responsibility was not to rule or administer, but to be
the authenticators of the Gospel. “Gospel” is an Anglo Saxon
rendering of “Good News” which in Greek is “euaggellion,” or the
“Good Message.” Paul tells us the Church is built “on the
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, with the Messiah, Jesus,
himself as the chief cornerstone.”
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All our New Covenant Scripture is authenticated in some way by
the Apostles, either direct or indirect.

These observations lead us to some conclusions. First, there are
no Apostles in the Church today. Second, The chief responsibility
of the Apostolic office is finished, and is reflected in the Word of
God Written.

However, the Apostles were a remarkable group of men. We
intend to look at them for inspiration and example. They were a
group of ordinary men called to extraordinary ministry.

“The Acts of the Apostles™ is not in reality what its title promises.
It does not tell us about the missionary efforts of most of the
Apostles who faced East and not West. Luke’s purpose is more
narrow. He traces the movement of the “Good News” from
Jerusalem to Rome. This means he focuses on the work of the
Holy Spirit through two men; Peter and Paul.

Each of the Apostles presents us with a unique personality. At the
same time they are linked by family and occupational ties. The
brothers James and John, sons of Salome and Zebadee, are cousins
of Jesus on his mother’s side. Salome was Mary’s sister. James
the Younger is a cousin of Jesus on his Father’s side. He is the
son of Mary and Clopas, Clopus being identified by Hegesipus (
2nd c.) as the brother of Joseph.

Five of the Disciples, later called Apostles, are fishermen, and
likely worked together from Capernaum: Peter, Andrew, James,
John and Thomas. All of the Apostles are from the Galilee with
the exception of Judas Iscariot.



I-PETER
Spokesman for the Twelve

The Apostle Peter was the eldest son of Jonah, Andrew being his
brother. As the elder son, Peter was self assured and outspoken.
He was probably the most senior of the Apostles and usually spoke
for the group.

He was a fisherman from the area of Capernaum. He, his brother
Andrew, and the sons of Zebedee, James and John, were in
partnership, and owned their own boats. Peter’s early home was
Bacthsaida, a small fishing village just northeast of Capernaum.
When he married he moved to Capernaum and had his home there.
His wife’s mother also lived with them.

Peter was introduced to Jesus by his brother Andrew, who, with
the sons of Zebedee, heard Jesus introduced by the Baptist as “The
Lamb of God.” John and Andrew spent some time with Jesus, and
were convinced he was Israel’s Messiah. He went and found his
brother, Peter. When Peter met Jesus he was given a nickname by
his new friend. He was called “Rocky,” in Hebrew “Cephas,” and
in Greek “Peter.”

It took a long time before Peter could really live up to his new
name. Both Andrew and Peter went back to their nets after their
first encounter with Jesus. Sometime later in Galilee Jesus met
Andrew and Simon Peter, and their partners James and John,
washing their nets by the lake side. They had fished all night and
caught nothing. Jesus persuaded them to cast their nets again, and
they caught a large school of fish. Jesus used the occasion to call
the four to be “fishers of men,” and they responded.
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There is more material on Peter in the Gospels than any of the
other Apostles. Most of it tells us of his growing pains. Herbert
Lockyer outlines the lessons he learned from his Messiah as
restraint, humility, grace, sacrifice, an openness to the forming of a
new society, love and courage. He spoke out more often and was
corrected more often than any of his comrades. He refused to
believe Jesus teaching that he would have to die. He refused to
have his feet washed. He denied his Lord when he was arrested.

At the same time it was Peter who walked on water to join his
rabbi (well, almost). And, it was Peter who repented his denial
and was forgiven by Jesus.

Peter preached the first sermon of the newly empowered church in
the Temple at the Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost.

Two of Peter’s letters are included in the cannon of the New
Testament.

Peter left Jerusalem, according to Luke (Acts 12:17) after his
escape from prison with the help of angels. He did return for the
first Church Council in Jerusalem in about 48 AD (Acts 15).

Church tradition mentions many of the places where Peter
preached. It is fairly certain he finished his ministry in Rome.
Ignatius (d. 98/117) places him in Rome. Origen ( 185 - 254)
gives us the story of Peter’s crucifixion in Rome by the Emperor
Nero. He relates how Peter escaped from his prison and was
walking the Appian Road away from Rome when he met the Lord
walking toward the city. Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you
going?” The answer was, “I had a disciple who was imprisoned
there, and was to be put to death. He escaped and is free. I go to
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die a second time for him.” Peter is said to have returned to
Rome,

and was crucified upside down, because he did not feel worthy to
be crucified the same way as his Lord. The year was about 66AD.



II - ANDREW
The One Who Brought Others

“Jews for Jesus” would be glad for a staff member like Andrew.
He was a Jew who loved leading Jews to Jesus. After being
introduced to Jesus as “The Lamb of God” by John the Baptist he
found his brother, Peter. John’s Gospel tells us he told him, “’We
have found the Messiah.” And he brought him to Jesus.”

Andrew was the younger son of Jonah. He was not as self assured
and extrovert as Peter. He hung in the background, but he seems
to be always busy seeking out people. Whenever we meet him in
the Gospels he is bringing someone to meet the Master.

It is interesting that we learn most about Andrew through John.
The brothers Peter and Andrew, and the brothers James and John
were in the fishing business together in Bethsaida (Lk. 5:10). John
seems to remember details about Andrew that the other Gospel
writers overlook.

All four Gospels record the miracle of the feeding of the five
thousand. However, John alone records, “Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, spoke up. Here is a boy with five small barley loves and
two small fish.” Somehow Andrew had made the acquaintance of
a young lad, and even knew what he had brought for lunch.

On another occasion, following the Palm Sunday story, Philip,
who was also from Bethsaida, met some Greek speaking Jews who
wanted to meet Jesus. He did not take them to Jesus directly, but
first went to get Andrew. Andrew then took them to Jesus with
Philip in tow.

Andrew was with the inner circle of Peter, James and John when
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they approached Jesus on the Mount of Olives during what we call
“Holy Week™ to ask about the end of the age. Since this was a
private conversation (Mk. 13:3) we must wonder if the other three
were not as comfortable about approaching Jesus personally as
was Andrew.

Eusebius records for us that After the resurrection Andrew went to
the regions Scythia , an area between the Black and Caspian seas.
The early Russians acknowledged Andrew as their Patron Saint,
and used a flag of white, with cross of Saint Andrew in blue.

The use of the cross of Saint Andrew on the flag of Scotland goes
back to a tradition that some of the relics of Saint Andrew were
brought to that country in the eighth century. The victory of the
Picts in battle and their conversion to Christianity were attributed
to the presence of these relics.

The apocryphal Acts of Andrew tells us that the Apostle preached
the Gospel in Greece and suffered death by crucifixion in the year
60 AD under the governor Aegeates at Patras. It seems the
governor was infuriated because his wife had become a Christian.
When he failed to dissuade her, he crucified Andrew on a “chi
cross,” in the shape of the Greek letter “chi” (X). This letter is the
first letter in the Greek word for “Messiah,” or “Christ.” His body
was removed to Constantinople by order of the Emperor
Constantius in 357 AD.

During the Crusades, in 1208 AD, the body was removed to
Amalfi, Italy. In the fifteenth century the head of Andrew was
taken to Rome, and was returned by Pope Paul VI to the Greek
Orthodox Church in Patras in 1964.



I1I - James
A Man With A Temper

James was the brother of John, sons of Zebedee, and partners with
Peter and Andrew in the fishing business. James and John were
cousins of Jesus on Mary’s side of the family, and both were in the
inner circle of Jesus’ Disciples.

Mark tells us Jesus’ nickname for the brothers, James and John,
was “Sons of Thunder (Mk. 3:17).” Exactly what that means in
terms of their character is best revealed in two stories we have in
Luke’s Gospel (Lk. 9:40 - 56).

The first brief account tells us the Disciples saw a man driving out
demons in the name of Jesus. They tried to stop him, because he
was not one of them. Jesus countered, “Do not stop him, for
whoever is not against you is for you.” James and John seem slow
to accept and quick to judge.

Following this account, and having just started out for Jerusalem,
the Disciples find themselves unwelcome in a Samaritan village.
The reaction of the “Sons of Thunder” was to call down fire from
heaven and destroy the village. Jesus did not approve that plan,
and rebuked them.

While the “Thunder Brothers” were quick to judge others, they
had a rather elevated opinion of themselves. Both Matthew and
Mark (Mt. 20 & Mk. 10) tell of a conversation Salome has with
Jesus about her boys. She wanted one to sit at Messiah’s right
hand and one on his left hand in the Kingdom. Jesus is kind. He
reminds an over zealous mother that she really does not know what
she is asking. Salome was Mary’s sister and Jesus Aunt. She may
have felt she had a right to ask a special favor of the Master. Her
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request surely reflected the ambition of her sons. They in turn are
reminded by Jesus that they will “drink the cup” that he drinks
from, but it is not what they anticipate.

James and John do a lot of growing under the tutelage of Jesus.
John becomes the Apostle of love, and James becomes the first
Apostle to be martyred.

The record the death of James is given in Acts 12:1 & 2. He was
killed by Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Heron the Great. Herod
the Great killed the children at Bethlehem. Herod Antipas, his
son, killed John the Baptist. And, Agrippa I, a grandson of Herod
the Great, killed James in about 44 AD.

James was close to Jesus. He was present when the other
Disciples were not. He was with Jesus at the raising of Jairus’
daughter ((Mk. 5), at the Transfiguration, and at Gethsemane.

The story is told that the Roman officer who guarded James was so
impressed by his courage and faithfulness to his Lord that he fell
at James’ feet and asked forgiveness for his mistreatment of the
Apostle. The Apostle gave his forgiveness and prayed for his
peace. The guard publicly confessed Jesus as his own Lord and
was martyred along with James.



IV - JOHN
The Apostle of Love

John is the fourth Apostle we are considering. He was the brother
of James, and the two were partners of the brothers Peter and
Andrew. All of them were from Bethsaida, and in the fishing
business.

James lived the shortest life of the Twelve. His brother, J ohn,
lived the longest. He authored five of the books of the New
Testament; the Gospel that bears his name, three letters, and the
Book of the Revelation.

John and Andrew were followers of John the Baptist, and in a
preliminary call, left John to follow Jesus (Jn. 1:39). This
preliminary call eventually involved all the Disciples living in
Bethsaida; Andrew and Peter, James and John, Philip and
Nathanael. It may also have involved Thomas. From John 21:2 we
may conclude that these seven were all in the fishing business.
Sometime later, by the lake of Galilee, they were called to forsake

their business and become fishers of men.

John does not refer to himself by name in his Gospel. Five times.
however, he refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”
This may be largely because John was the youngest of the
disciples. He surely was not much out of his teens when he
followed Jesus along with his brother and close friends from the
Galilee. He sat next to Jesus at the last Passover, which means he
was appointed, as the youngest, to ask the four questions which
introduce the telling of the Passover story. The first question is ,
“Why is this night different from all other nights?”
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Clearly John experienced the love of Jesus in a particularly
pervasive way. It colored all his writing.

John was the Disciple entrusted with the care of Jesus’ mother,
Mary at the cross. It kept him in Jerusalem longer than the others.
Only upon Mary’s death did John leave for Ephesis, where he
became Bishop of the churches in the area.

Paul was martyred in about the year 68 AD. John probably left
Jerusalem sometime between Paul’s death and the destruction of
the city in 70.

If John left Jerusalem in, say, 69 AD he would have been about 50
years old. He ministered in Ephesis and the cities in the Ephesian
circuit until he was exiled to Patmos by Domitian who ruled the
Roman Empire from 81 to 96. Eusebius tells us John outlived
Domitian and was released at his death. John would then be 76 at
his release. He continued to work with the churches into the reign
of Trajan (98 - 117).

John’s disciples include Polycarp (c. 70 - 160), Papias (c.60 -
130), and Ignatius (died c. 98/1 17). Ignatius was Bishop of
Antioch in Syria, Paul’s home church. Papias was Bishop of
Heirapolis, which is near Laodicea and Colosse. Polycarp was
Bishop of Smyrna, one of the seven churches in the Ephesian
circuit. All of them wrote affectionately of John.

John is buried in Ephesis under the alter of the now ruined Church
of Saint John.
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V - Philip
The Apostle With Questions

Philip was one of the seven fishermen from the Galilee who were
close friends and followers of Jesus (see John 21:1 & 2). His
home city, along with Peter, Andrew, James and John, was
Bethsaida. He received a preliminary call by Jesus when in Judea
listening to John the Baptist, along with the other fishermen. His
call came a day after the call of Andrew and Peter.

Philip was instrumental in finding Nathanael and bringing him to
Jesus, just as Andrew brought Peter. All these men received a
later call to leave their nets and become students and evangelists
with Jesus.

The closeness of these men from Galilee is evidenced by the fact
that only John gives us any real information about Philip. The
three synoptic authors focused on other matters. In chapter one of
John’s gospel we read of his call. We are told he comes from
Bethsaida, and that he introduces Nathanael to Jesus.

In chapter six, prior to the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus asks
Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” Phillip
gives him a figure, and observes it would not be enough to buy a
mere bite for everyone. The figure is quite precise, “two hundred
denarii.” The denari was a weight of silver equivalent to a day’s
wage for a soldier or farmer. This may well have been the sum in
the common purse which the disciples carried for charity and their
own support.

Philip is often criticized by the commentators for his lack of faith

in this story. We are told Jesus asked the question to “test” him.

But, Jesus did not test to tease or torment. He tested to teach. The
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lesson for all the Disciples in this incident was that he was the
“bread of life,” the “show bread” of the tabernacle.

Philip also receives negative comments on his passing to Andrew
the inquiring Greek speaking Jews (12:20 - 22). However, it is
not a fault to recognize other people’s strengths, and Philip knew
Andrew quite well.

In the Upper Room Philip asks Jesus, “Lord, show us the father,
and that will be enough for us.” Jesus points to his own character
as revealing the Father, and his words as the Father’s message.
What Philip expected we do not know, but he had not been with
the inner circle at the transfiguration, when the “Glory” of God
was revealed as abiding in Jesus. Perhaps he wanted that
experience.

Philip is said to have had a ministry in Carthage in North Africa
following Pentecost, and then in Hierapolis, near Colosse, in
Western Turkey. At Hierapolis he was effective in bringing
Nicanora, wife of the Proconsul to faith in Jesus. In retaliation the
Proconsul had Philip arrested and hanged. His grave is in
Hierapolis.

Joan and I have been at Hierapolis and Ephasis several times. We
have visited the graves of both John and Philip. It is sobering to
know we stand in the presence of, as Paul expresses it, “so great a
cloud of witnesses.”
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VI - Nathanael
The Torah Scholar

Nathanael is the sixth of the seven fishermen we are considering
which made up the twelve Apostles. He was a close friend of
Philip, who introduced him to Jesus. Once again, John is the only
Gospel writer who gives us information about Nathanael, also
known as Bartholmew. All the biblical informatin we have on
Nathanael is found in John 1:43 - 51. Certain things can,
however, be discerned about him from these brief eight verses.

First we perceive that Nathanael was a student of Scripture. Both
Phillip and Jesus, when speaking with him, center their
conversation around biblical texts. Philip tells Nathanael that he,
and the others, had found “the one Moses wrote about in the
Torah.” The passage referred to is found in Deuteronomy 18:15 -
22 and begins, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet
like me from among your own brothers.” Nathanael must have
known this passage well.

When Jesus says to Nathanael, “You shall see greater things...,” he
calls to mind the experience of Jacob at Bethel. Jacob had a dream
in which he saw a steep path leading from the earth to the heavens.
Moving up and down on the road were the messengers of God.

Both biblical passages refer to God as he reveals his purposes to
mankind.

When Nathanael was introduced to Jesus, Jesus said to him, “ I

saw you while you were still under the fig tree.” You need to

know something about Israel to appreciate this remark. The time

of year was early summer. The place was the Galilee, which has a
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semi-tropical climate. The fig tree is a broad tree with large leaves
(remember Adam and Eve). Most people who had a house of any
kind had a garden, and in the garden would be a fig tree. Under
the protecting leaves of the fig tree was a favorite place for study
and prayer. Jesus knew that was where Philip found Nathanael.

Nathanael was immediately impressed by Jesus. He calls him
“rabbi,” with a small “r.” The professional catagory had not yet
been established, although the term was commonly used. In
Hebrew it means “my teacher.” He also used two terms commonly
referring to the “Messiah,” the “Anointed One,” for which all
Israel was looking and hopeing; “Son of God,” and “King of
Israel.”

All of this combines to show us Nathanael as a student of Torah
who was looking for a teacher he could follow. A Hebrew word
often used as a synonym for Disciples is “Talmudim,” or students
who followed an instructer of Torah. The literal meaning of
“talmud” in Hebrew is instruction. Nathanael fits this description
precisely.

Eusebius, our first Church historian, tells us that Pantaenus, in the
third century, found a group of Christians in the area of Arabia
and Ethiopia who showed him a copy of the Gospel of Matthew in
Hebrew which, they maintained, had been brought by Nathanael
when he came there to preach.

He may have teamed up with Philip and Thomas is some of his
preaching. There are various traditions concerning his death, but
they all agree that he was martyred for his faith.

The name Nathanael means “gift of God” in Hebrew.
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Bartholomew is a surname meaning “son of Tolmai.” Tolmai was
a student of Heber, who was an ancient Hebrew master teacher.

Among the Jews there was a sect called the “Tolmaens,” all of

which confirms Nathanael’s place among the Apostles as the
resident Torah scholar.
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VII - THOMAS
The Apostle Who Knew What He Didn’t Know

Thomas is the seventh of the fishermen included in the Apostolic
band (see Jn. 21:1). He is from the Galilee, but we do not know
his exact place of birth. In the lists of the Apostles he is paired
with Matthew, so we may assume they are friends. It is interesting
that in Mark and Luke Matthew is listed before Thomas in the
lists. However, Matthew lists Thomas before himself

Again, it is John, the Galilean fisherman, that give us three
sketches which involve Thomas. The first involves Jesus®
determination to go to Bethany, near Jerusalem, to the home of
Lazarus upon hearing Lazarus had died. Thomas’s exact words as
recorded in John are, “Let us also go that we may die with him.”

It is difficult to know exactly what was on Thomas’s mind in this
remark. Perhaps it was grief, Perhaps he felt Jerusalem was
dangerous for all of them. Jesus had just said, “T am glad I was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” My own
thought is that Thomas was saying with some frustration, “I have
no idea what that means, But, whatever it is I’ll follow, even to
death.”

I do not see Thomas as a “doubter.” What I see in Thomas is a
man who knows what he does not know. Most people, especially
in the presence of students and a strong teacher, are fearful of
admitting they don’t understand, We do not want to be seen as
ignorant. We do not ask questions because we think everyone
understands but us. As a result we remain ignorant along with
everyone else in the group. Thomas had no such compunctions.

When Jesus says, “You know the way to the place where I am
17.



going (Jn. 14),” Thomas quickly replies, “No we don’t.” “We
don’t even know where you are going.” Jesus’ answer calls
Thomas to keep following. He knows he can’t understand just
then, so simply says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”

The last time we meet Thomas in the Gospels his fellow Disciples
are telling him they have seen the Lord. Thomas was not present
on that occasion. Loosely translated he says to them, “I’m glad
you know he is alive. But, I don’t. I need to see his wounds.
Then I will know, and then I will believe.” There is no pretending
with Thomas. What he doesn’t know, he knows he doesn’t know.

Jesus honored his intellectual honesty. He appeared again to the
Disciples, offered Thomas his wounds and invited him to believe.
The word in the Greek usually translated “doubting” is actually the
negative of “believe.” Jesus tells him he no longer has to be
“unbelieving.” He now knows, and he can now believe.

Thomas’s response to Jesus was, “My Lord and my God.” He
knew he had his marching orders from God’s Messiah. He would
go where he sent him.

Eusebius tells us Thomas preached the Gospel of his Lord in
Parthia. Jerome adds he ministered in Persia. The Mar Thoma
Church in India counts Thomas as their founder. According to
their tradition he died a martyr on the Indian coast near Bombay.
A lance was thrust through his body while he was kneeling in
prayer.
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VIII - MATTHEW
The Apostle Who Worked for the Romans

The story of Jesus’ call of Matthew to be one of the Twelve is
recorded in all three synoptic Gospels. However, only Matthew
calls himself by the name “Matthew,” in Hebrew “Matten-Yahoo”
or “Gift of God.” It is the name that Matthew obviously preferred,
but he was commonly called “Levi,” as he was of the priestly tribe.

In each of the tellings of the story of his call he is classed with the
“tax collectors and sinners.” He was a public servant under the
Roman occupation government. He sat at a toll booth between the
territories of Herod Antipas, who was Tetrach of Galilee and
Perea, and Herod Philip, who was Tetrach of Traconitus. The road
through Capernaum was the main trade route between the coast
and Damascus, and further East.

He is a resident of Capernaum, a Galilean, although not a
fisherman. He had ample opportunity to hear Jesus teach on
numerous occasions, and his immediate response indicates he was
ready for Jesus’ call.

Often Matthew is maligned in the commentaries. The Pharisees
had a political point of view. They hated the Romans. In the
expression “tax collectors and sinners,” the word sinners obviously
says something about character. But the expression “publican,” or
“tax collector” is a reference to a persons job. Matthew worked
for the Romans and was therefore despised. Beyond that, there is
no reason to think he was an evil man.

When Jesus called him, his circle of friends was clearly restricted

by his occupation. However, he wanted them to meet Jesus. He

gave a feast and invited all his friends and Jesus. He must have
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