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bayshore

loving God. serving others for Jesus.

Sunday Services: Traditions 9:00 am & Encounter 11:11 am

| am about as Baptist as they come. | am Prayer is anything we do that helps us to become aware of
the son, grandson, and greatgrandson of  Gods everlasting presence among us, in any situation,
Baptist deacons. | was dedicated, with no exceptions.

baptized, and fAsurrender edogdRsioR | haR Spbnt time refBetifylos How We af "

same Baptist church. | was present at my home church  gayshore might become such a church. While we already
anytime the doors were open. | have personally have our quarterly WOW mini

witnessed the truth that a Baptist can turn even the most might reclaim the communal aspect of prayer that once

solemn time into a fellowship party with a little fried permeated life in the local church. How might we seek
chicken and potato salad. the presence of God together, even when we are apart?

l6m proud of my roots for mMaRhwngfed bsPifual reneWs, hR Bdpdsindst S

people of the book and thanks to that heritage, | received  giscovered a tradition that comes to us from the Catholic

a solid Bible foundation. | was taught to spend time daily Church. Eor centuries, Catholics, Orthodox, and other
TR g ui e BRRL | MeoRRsBiud yi i4g tn‘BJr% lituFgfcdl Efidtiah brdtifionehve pratficdd'what i@ N
God with my prayers (often not very quiet). As aBaptist,  nown as fixed-hour prayer. These are jntentional, and of
| learned the importance ofyhifgd JritdnprlyBrs thal Rk Bdeh flafed By" € O S
elders and staying true to the message that is the same  cistians at the same times every day for centuries.
yesterday, today, and forever. As a Baptist, | was exposed \yhjle monks still devote themselves to the traditional

to an incredible community of faithful people, schedule of prayer every three hours, everyone else is
covenanting together around particular practices and encouraged to pray only 4 times a day. In the morning, at
behaviors. When you grow up in such an environment,  iq_qay- in the evening, and at night before bed. These
you experience the phenomena of hav_lng multiple parents prayers are always rooted in scripture and provide

and grandparents, all of whom are willing to grab you by timeless words prayed b Chri#}ians together, at the same
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Perhaps the most remarkable memory of that community |, ¢ Sacred Simplicity class on Wednesday evenings, we
was our weekly prayer meetings on Wednesday evening. giscyssed fixed-hour prayer as a possible spiritual rhythm
They have now been replaced in most Baptist churches  iscipline for seeking the presence of God for our lives.

with _discipleship classes but \{vhen | was young, they were As we prepare to conclude our Wednesday evening
alive and active. I 61 I nevperrogfroarmgq:tort & eM&MY nle& S _Iweh()

some of my townb6s most di gnhnd s REntidRs, AixehBu prafiRgBeefy wednesday 9

out to God on be_half of others. | saw them on their knees, ¢om 12:15pm to 12:45pm. My hope is that, just like those
humbly entering into the presence of God lifting up from my childhood church, we might be able to gather

elegant, spontaneous prayers. every week during the lunch hour for prayer that re -
Prayer is perhaps the most essential ingredient to a centers our lives on the presence of God while lifting up
~ growing faith. Growing up in my Baptist church, | was the prayers of his church. There will be moments of
‘ taught the unspoken Protestant rule that prayers must silence to help us catch our breath in the midst of our
always come from the heart and must never be written. busy lives, scripture, and the prayers being prayed by

«. As Jesus himself taught in the Sermon on the Mount, God Christians at the exact same time all over the world.
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knows what we need before we even ask, so ask away, for gne thing our Baptist church understands that mine
others then yourself. Always seeking the willof Godfor 4 g w8t is the i mportance of]

your life. Those Wednesday evening prayer meetings another, even those from other denominations. Bayshore

were this conviction put into action. Baptists are fAbig tento Bap
As | have grown into an ad uiversjty. Ihépe gou wilf jdinghis Baptishad wercentt h o
reclaim such faithfulness and sense of covenant together every Wednesday afternoon to join our prayers

community. What does it mean to be a praying church?  with those across the body of Christ worldwide.
Personally, | have learned the truth that prayer is less
about asking God for things and more about seeking
Goddbs presence, for oursel V% put also for ot her s,
especially those who can no longer pray themselves.

Prayerfully,
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AMANDA PEARCE
Amanda is probably one of the rare members of Bayshore Baptist Church who is a native Floridian! She was
born in Tampa and grew up in New Tampa. Her mom is Shelly, and her dad, Bob, passed away a few years
ago. She has an older brother, Shawn, who is a chemist in Baton Rouge, LAAmandaés gr andflat he
minister of a non-denominational church in Cocoa Beach.
Amanda met Jonat han, her future husband, on their] ve
start dating until two years | ater when they reall]i ze
London. They later graduated with degrees in business (Amanda) and economics (Jonathan). They married
in 2010 and lived in the Washington, DC area for a few years, but they moved back to Tampa to be closer to
family when they began their family. Carter is the P
Adelyn is one. Amanda was working for a management consulting firm in DC, and she was able to stay with
that firm when they came back to Tampa. She works from home, and in what spare time she has, Amanda
enjoys running, reading and baking.
When Amanda and Jonathan began looking for a church home in South
Tampa, they visited several churches. They chose Bayshore because the
felt at home here, and they wanted to belong to a church were they could
serve others. They joined the Foundry Sunday School class, and they
have made some lifelong friends because they were made to feel
welcome. Ironically, Jonathan used to attend Bayshore years ago with
his grandparents. He came home again!
Amanda is a new member of the Nominating committee at Bayshore,
where she serves as secretary. She also volunteers at Faith Café on
Tuesday mornings. She is the Daily Coordinator, along with Greg Jones |-
and Aubrey Smith. They rotate Tuesdays.
Amanda works with First Nesters on Wednesday nights, and she has
worked with VBS for the past three years. She is cedirector with
Jenni fer Cox this year: fnASpaces uli ck
your friends know about it! There is always a need for more volunteers,
as well .o Thanks, Amand a, for al Lor
%\C\'\}‘O Bayshore Book Club
?%chast month the book club discussed My Name Is Lucy Barton . Author Elizabeth Strout
writes poignant, nuanced stories about complicated characters, and this book is no
exception. Having grown up in grinding poverty with an abusive father and a distant mother,
Lucy Barton left her small Illinois hometown for New York and has now become a writer, wife
and mother. When an unfortunate reaction to a routine surgery puts her in the hospital for
weeks, Lucyb6bs mother pays her an unexpected visit.
The novel weaves conversations from this awkward, strained weeklong reunion together with
pai nful remini scences from Lucyédés |l onely childhood |an
stay to form an elegant, quietly brutal tale of love, trauma, family ties and resilience. As Lucyps
writing instructor says, fAThis is a story about a mot
Becausewe all | ove i mper-timdMedaner 0
Upcoming Selections:
May 4 th at 7 p.m. i The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. Inspired by a true story, this 2015
historical fiction novel tells the story of two sisters coming of age in France on the eve of World
War Il and their struggle to survive and resist the German occupation of France.
Junelstat7p.m. " The War mth of Other Suns: The Epic Stobyy |of
Isabel Wilkerson. This National Book Award winner chronicles the decades -long migration of
millions of African -Americans who left the southern U.S. for northern and western cities,
thereby changing the cultural and political landscape of the country.







