
 

 

 

 

   Sunday Services: Traditions 9:00 am & Encounter 11:11 am  

Loving God. Serving Others for Jesus.  

May 2017  

I am about as Baptist as they come.  I am 
the son, grandson, and great-grandson of 
Baptist deacons.  I was dedicated, 

baptized, and ñsurrenderedò to a call to ministry in the 
same Baptist church.  I was present at my home church 
anytime the doors were open.  I have personally 
witnessed the truth that a Baptist can turn even the most 
solemn time into a fellowship party with a little fried 
chicken and potato salad.  

Iôm proud of my roots for many reasons.  We Baptists are 
people of the book and thanks to that heritage, I received 
a solid Bible foundation.  I was taught to spend time daily 
in ñquiet time,ò studying the scriptures and petitioning 
God with my prayers (often not very quiet).  As a Baptist, 
I learned the importance of tradition, honoring oneôs 
elders and staying true to the message that is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever.  As a Baptist, I was exposed 
to an incredible community of faithful people, 
covenanting together around particular practices and 
behaviors.  When you grow up in such an environment, 
you experience the phenomena of having multiple parents 
and grandparents, all of whom are willing to grab you by 
the collar when you are ñacting upò in church. 

Perhaps the most remarkable memory of that community 
was our weekly prayer meetings on Wednesday evening.  
They have now been replaced in most Baptist churches 
with discipleship classes but when I was young, they were 
alive and active.  Iôll never forget the memories I have of 
some of my townôs most dignified men and women crying 
out to God on behalf of others. I saw them on their knees, 
humbly entering into the presence of God lifting up 
elegant, spontaneous prayers. 

Prayer is perhaps the most essential ingredient to a 
growing faith.  Growing up in my Baptist church, I was 
taught the unspoken Protestant rule that prayers must 
always come from the heart and must never be written.  
As Jesus himself taught in the Sermon on the Mount, God 
knows what we need before we even ask, so ask away, for 
others then yourself.  Always seeking the will of God for 
your life.  Those Wednesday evening prayer meetings 
were this conviction put into action.  

As I have grown into an adult, Iôve often wondered how to 
reclaim such faithfulness and sense of covenant 
community.  What does it mean to be a praying church?  
Personally, I have learned the truth that prayer is less 
about asking God for things and more about seeking 
Godôs presence, for ourselves but also for others, 
especially those who can no longer pray themselves.  

Prayer is anything we do that helps us to become aware of 
Gods everlasting presence among us, in any situation, 
with no exceptions. 

As a pastor, I have spent time reflecting on how we at 
Bayshore might become such a church.  While we already 
have our quarterly WOW ministry, Iôve wondered how we 
might reclaim the communal aspect of prayer that once 
permeated life in the local church.  How might we seek 
the presence of God together, even when we are apart? 

In my own quest for spiritual renewal, this Baptist has 
discovered a tradition that comes to us from the Catholic 
Church.  For centuries, Catholics, Orthodox, and other 
more liturgical Christian traditions have practiced what is 
known as fixed-hour prayer.  These are intentional, and of 
all things, written prayers that have been prayed by 
Christians at the same times every day for centuries.  
While monks still devote themselves to the traditional 
schedule of prayer every three hours, everyone else is 
encouraged to pray only 4 times a day.  In the morning, at 
mid -day, in the evening, and at night before bed.  These 
prayers are always rooted in scripture and provide 
timeless words prayed by Christians together, at the same 
time, throughout the history of the church.   

In our Sacred Simplicity class on Wednesday evenings, we 
discussed fixed-hour prayer as a possible spiritual rhythm 
or discipline for seeking the presence of God for our lives.  
As we prepare to conclude our Wednesday evening 
program for the summer, weôve decided to offer such a 
time for intentional, fixed hour praying every Wednesday 
from 12:15pm to 12:45pm.  My hope is that, just like those 
from my childhood church, we might be able to gather 
every week during the lunch hour for prayer that re -
centers our lives on the presence of God while lifting up 
the prayers of his church.  There will be moments of 
silence to help us catch our breath in the midst of our 
busy lives, scripture, and the prayers being prayed by 
Christians at the exact same time all over the world. 

One thing our Baptist church understands that mine 
didnôt is the importance of growing and learning from one 
another, even those from other denominations.  Bayshore 
Baptists are ñbig tentò Baptists and we celebrate our 
diversity.  I hope you will join this Baptist as we come 
together every Wednesday afternoon to join our prayers 
with those across the body of Christ worldwide. 

Prayerfully,  

Alex 



Bayshore Book Club   
 

Last month the book club discussed My Name Is Lucy Barton . Author Elizabeth Strout 
writes poignant, nuanced stories about complicated characters, and this book is no 

exception. Having grown up in grinding poverty with an abusive father and a distant mother, 
Lucy Barton left her small Illinois hometown for New York and has now become a writer, wife 
and mother. When an unfortunate reaction to a routine surgery puts her in the hospital for 
weeks, Lucyôs mother pays her an unexpected visit.  
 
The novel weaves conversations from this awkward, strained weeklong reunion together with 
painful reminiscences from Lucyôs lonely childhood and events in Lucyôs life after her hospital 
stay to form an elegant, quietly brutal tale of love, trauma, family ties and resilience. As Lucyôs 
writing instructor says, ñThis is a story about a mother who loves her daughter. Imperfectly. 
Because we all love imperfectly.ò - Lisa McCarter  
 
Upcoming Selections:  
 
May 4 th  at 7 p.m. ï The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. Inspired by a true story, this 2015 
historical fiction novel tells the story of two sisters coming of age in France on the eve of World 
War II and their struggle to survive and resist the German occupation of France.  
 
June 1 st  at 7 p.m. ï The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of Americaôs Great Migration by 
Isabel Wilkerson. This National Book Award winner chronicles the decades -long migration of 
millions of African -Americans who left the southern U.S. for northern and western cities, 
thereby changing the cultural and political landscape of the country.  

AMANDA PEARCE  
 

 

Amanda is probably one of the rare members of Bayshore Baptist Church who is a native Floridian! She was 
born in Tampa and grew up in New Tampa. Her mom is Shelly, and her dad, Bob, passed away a few years 
ago. She has an older brother, Shawn, who is a chemist in Baton Rouge, LA.  Amandaôs grandfather was the 
minister of a non -denominational church in Cocoa Beach. 
 

Amanda met Jonathan, her future husband, on their very first day at the University of Florida, but they didnôt 
start dating until two years later when they realized theyôd both enrolled in the same study abroad trip to 
London. They later graduated with degrees in business (Amanda) and economics (Jonathan). They married 
in 2010 and lived in the Washington, DC area for a few years, but they moved back to Tampa to be closer to 
family when they began their family. Carter is the Pearceôs oldest child, and heôs four. Jackson is three, and 
Adelyn is one. Amanda was working for a management consulting firm in DC, and she was able to stay with 
that firm when they came back to Tampa. She works from home, and in what spare time she has, Amanda 
enjoys running, reading and baking. 
 

When Amanda and Jonathan began looking for a church home in South 
Tampa, they visited several churches. They chose Bayshore because they 
felt at home here, and they wanted to belong to a church were they could 
serve others. They joined the Foundry Sunday School class, and they 
have made some life-long friends because they were made to feel 
welcome. Ironically, Jonathan used to attend Bayshore years ago with 
his grandparents. He came home again! 
 

Amanda is a new member of the Nominating committee at Bayshore, 
where she serves as secretary. She also volunteers at Faith Café on 
Tuesday mornings. She is the Daily Coordinator, along with Greg Jones 
and Aubrey Smith. They rotate Tuesdays.  
 

Amanda works with First Nesters on Wednesday nights, and she has 
worked with VBS for the past three years. She is co-director with 
Jennifer Cox this year: ñSpaces are filling up quickly so be sure to let 
your friends know about it! There is always a need for more volunteers, 
as well.ò Thanks, Amanda, for all you do for the Lord! 




