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A CHRONOLOGICAL LIFE OF JOHN, THE APOSTLE, IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT

1. FAMILY AND SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS

a. Brother to James, the Apostle
1. Father is Zebedee - Matt. 4.21
2. Mother is Salome - Matt. 27:56 & Mk. 15:40
Who was the sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus -
Jn. 19:25
b. Related by the marriage of Joseph and Mary to James the Younger,
Simon the Zealot, and Judas (also called Thaddaeus).
Their father is Clopas, a brother of Joseph, the husband of
Mary. The three brothers are connected in Lk. 6:16.
Hegesipus, a Church historian, identifies Clopas as the
brother of Joseph. Mary and Clopas are identified as
husband and wife in John 19:25.

c. Friends from the same town, and Apostles
1. Partners in the fishing business in Bethsaida - The brothers
James and John, and the brothers Andrew and Peter
2. Also from Bethsaida, and fishermen, Philip and Nathanel,
along with Thomas (Jn. 1:44 & 21:2)
d. Some of the 12 were fishermen - 5 of the 12 were related to Jesus
Only Matthew and Judas Iscariot were not linked by family or
Trade ties

2. DISCIPLE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST - John 1:35

3. INTRODUCED TO JESUS - John 1:36 & 37
Called to be a “Disciple” - a learner

4. RETURNED WITH JESUS TO GALILEE
a. Through Cana - John 2: 1 - 11
b. To Capernaum - John 2:12

5. TRAVELED WITH JESUS TO JERUSALEM FOR PASSOVER -
John 2:13
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a. Clears the Temple - John 2:14
b. Ministers in Judea for 7 months

6. RETURNS TO GALILEE AFTER JOHN THE BAPTIST’S
ARREST, PASSING THROUGH SAMARIA - John 4

7. RETURNS BRIEFLY TO HIS TRADE
8. CALLED TO BE AN EVANGELIST - Matt. 4:18 - 22
9. CALLED TO BE AN APOSTLE - Matt. 10

10. ONE OF THE INNER CIRCLE OF THE APOSTLES
a. Raising of Jairus’ daughter - Lk. 8:41
b. The Transfiguration - Matt. 17:1
¢. Gethsemane - Matt. 26:37

11. HIS PERSONALITY - ONE OF THE SONS OF THUNDER
Mark 3:17
a. Rebuking apparent enemies - Mark 9:38
b. Wanting to curse a Samaritan village - Luke 9:54
c. Sought the place of honor - Mark 10:35
d. Anxious for the destruction of the Temple - Mark 13:3

12. HIS CLOSENESS TO JESUS

a. Helped in the final Passover preparation - Luke 22:8

b. Sat next to Jesus at the Table - John 13:25

c. Was the only Apostle near the cross - John 19:26

d. Was given responsibility for caring for Jesus’ mother, who was his
aunt - John 19:26 & 27

. Was at the empty tomb with Peter - John 20:2 & 3

Was the first to recognize Jesus after the resurrection, in Galilee by

the lakeside - John 21:7
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13. LEADERSHIP IN THE JERUSALEM CHURCH




- a. Healing the lame man with Peter - Acts 3:1 - 11
b. Arrested with Peter - Acts 4:1 - 22
c. Sent to minister in Samaria - Acts 8:14 & 15
d. Visited by Paul - Gal. 2:9

14. FOLLOWING THE FALL OF THE TEMPLE IN 70 AD HE
BECAME BISHOP OF EPHESUS
Here he wrote three letters to the Church

15. HE WAS BANISHED TO PATMOS BY NERO
Here he wrote the Revelation

16. DIED A NATURAL DEATH WHILE MINISTERING AT
EPHESUS
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The Setting of 1 John

C. A.D. 85

John likely wrote 1 John from Ephesus, where apparently he had relocated near the time of the fall of
Jerusalem to the Romans in A.D. 70. The letter was probably intended to be read by the church in Ephesus and
perhaps also by other churches in the surrounding cities. Ephesus was a wealthy and highly influential port
city in the Roman province of Asia, and it was renowned for its temple of Artemis (Diana).



Key Themes

1. The one eternal God became incarnate in his Son, Jesus the Christ, who is “the true God |1:1-3; 4:2;
and eternal life.” 5:20

2. All humans are sinful, but Christians have joyfut fellowship with the Father, with the Sen, |1:3-10
and with each other through repentance and faith in Christ.
3. Christ is our advocate with the Father and the propitiation for our sins. 2:1-2; 4:10
4. Those who know Christ forsake sin and keep God's commandments—in particular the love |2:3-11; 3:4-
commandment. v 24; 4:7-21
5. Denial of Jesus Christ as God's Son in the flesh is denial of God the Father. 2:22-23; 4:2-
3; 5:10-12 |

6. Faith in Christ results in forgiveness of sins, etemnal life, confidence in prayer, protection |5:12-21
from the evil one, and understanding and knowing the true God. |

Theological Themes of 1 John

As noted in Style and Substance, the letter's themes are presented, moved away from, then resumed. Though
a linear progression is not presented in 1 John, many of the themes that are repeated may be set forth as
follows.

God is light and love. Those who are now Christians have passed out of death into life. Christians did not do

this on their own ability; God loved them and sent Jesus to be the propitiation for their sins. God then caused

those who were dead to be born again, giving them life. With life, God gave the Spirit and spiritual

understanding, with the result that believers are no longer “of the world” or “of the devil” but are “from/of

God” and “of the truth.” God now abides in his people, his Word abides in them, and they abide in God; thus

they abide in the light, for God is light. Another way of describing this relationship is to say that Christians W}
know and love God. Being made alive, receiving the Spirit, and knowing God naturally results in transformed
behavior, which John describes in terms of loving God, obeying God, and loving one another.

God is light (1:5; 2:8) |God is love (4:8, 16, 19)
Christians were spiritually dead: they have “passed out of death into life” (3:14)

God loved his people and sent Jesus to die for them (3:16; 4:10, 14, 19; 5:11)

Christians have been bomm of God (2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18)

God gave them life (3:14; 4:9; 5:11, 16)

God gave Christians the Spirit (2:20, 27; 3:24; 4:13) along with understanding (5:20)
Christians are of /from God/the truth (3:10, 19; 4:4, 6; 5:19)

God abides in Christians, and his Word abides in them (2:14, Christians abide in God, and thus abide in
24, 27; 3:9, 24; 4:12, 13, 15, 16) the light (2:5, 6, 27, 28; 3:6, 24; 4:13,
16)

Christians know God (2:13, 14; 4:6, 7), they know the Father |Christians love God (2:5; 4:21; 5:2, 3)
(2:13; 5:20), they know Jesus (1:3; 2:3), and they know the
Spirit (4:2, 6)

Being born again, having received the Spirit, abiding in God and God abiding in them, and knowing and
loving God, Christians bear observable fruit:

« Practice truth/righteousness (1:6; 2:29; 3:7, 10)

o Walk in the light/as he walked (1:7; 2:6)

Confess sins and have forgiveness (1:9; 2:12)

Keep/obey his commandments/Word (2:3, 5; 3:22, 24; 5:2, 3)

Love one another/the brothers (2:10; 3:10, 11, 14, 16, 18, 23; 4:7, 11, 21) w)
Overcome the evil one/them/the world (2:13, 14; 4:4; 5:4)

Do the will of God/cannot keep on sinning (2:17; 3:9, 22)

Confess the Son/believe in Jesus (2:23; 3:23; 4:2, 15; 5:1, 4, 13)

d.
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COMMENTARY ON FIRST JOHN
Chapter 1

Vss. 1-4 - Introduction
Vocabulary which connects these verses with Genesis 1 and the
first chapter of the Gospel of John
“Beginning” - Gen. 1:1 and Jn. 1:1
“seen” “touched” - Jn. 1:14 “The Word became flesh”
“Word of life” - Jn. 1:4 “In him was life”
John grounds the “good news” in the very nature of God and the beginning
of the universe. He is going to speak about the God of creation, and the
Word, which created, the Messianic Son, the Word become flesh.
Vss. 5-9
The progression here is quite remarkable: Light - Fellowship - Truth -
Forgiveness. “Light” continues the connection with both Genesis and the
Gospel of John. “Light” is the first act of creation. It represents the natural
and moral ordering of the universe. Sin caused a disruption of the light.
But, as the Gospel states - “the darkness has not overcome it.” Messiah has
come to restore the “light.” There is no darkness in God.

Notice that John affirms both the reality of the “light,” and the reality of
sin, or darkness. To deny either one is to deny the truth. “If we say we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Both goodness and
evil are a part of our present existence. But, the evil is in us, mankind, the
rebel, and not in God. The “Blood of Jesus” has been shed to cleanse the
evil and restore the light.

The “light” is given for walking. It calls to mind Psalm 119:105: “Your
word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” To paraphrase a not so
great song, “This light was made for walking..”

To deny our sin is to call into question both the commandment of God and
the judgment of God, both the Torah and the consequences of transgression.

The call for forgiveness and cleansing is always honored because the price
of Messiah’s blood has already been paid.

1.



COMMENTARY ON FIRST JOHN
Chapter 2

Vss. 1-6

“My little children” - John writes as a Pastor. He continues with the
metaphor of light and darkness. The struggle is between the children of the
light and the children of the darkness. This image is used by the sectarian
literature discovered in the Dead Sea Scrolls. There is no question of who
used it first, or who copied from whom. The image comes from the third
verse of Genesis 1, where the creation of light dissipates the darkness and
the chaos of the original matter or energy. It was part of the Hebrew
theological legacy of Torah.

The first step into the light is to call upon the Advocate. He has cleared the
slate of the punishment for sin. The second step is to walk in the light of the
commandments, or the Torah. John lays out a series of tests in this letter for
discerning the children of light and the children of darkness. He is
confronted by some who have departed from the fellowship of the believers,
and he feels the need to define the children of light.
. “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in
darkness, we lie...” (1:6)
2. “Whoever says, ‘I know him‘, but does not keep his
commandments is a liar...” (2:4)
3. “Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in
darkness.” (2:9)
4. “If anyone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him.”
(2:15)
5. “If they had been of us, they would have continued with us.”
(2:19)
6. “No one who denies the Son has the Father.” (2:23)
Verses 5 and 6 reiterate the word of Jesus in John 14:15 - “If you love me,
you will keep my commandments.” It is in keeping his word that the love of
God matures in us.
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