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Ezekiel's Vision of Israel's Boundaries
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During the Millennium *
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COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 45 (CONTINUED)

Vss. 9 -12 - The Duties of Just Government

This is an interesting passage in the light of interpreting this vision literally as a picture of
the Messianic Age or Millennium. It certainly does not imply that evil is absent from the earth.
The Millennial reign of the Messianic King, of the line of David, rules a world of saints and sinners,
but with justice. The exhortation is to:

1. Put away violence

2. Practice justice

3. Stop exploiting the people with excess taxation

4. Have just measures in economic transactions

l=‘___'
Smallest Small Large
Unit Unit Unit
_— —_
- Liquid Log Hin Bath | Cor/Homer/Koro
Measure

(1/3 quart) | (1 gallon) [ (6 gallons) (60 gallons)

Dry Xestes Omer Ephah | Cor/Homer/Koro
Measure () /6 pints) || (2 quarts) || (6 gallons) | (60 gallons)
Precious Gerah Shekel Mina Talent

Metal

Weight [|(1/50 ounce)| (2/5 ounce) | (1.251bs.) || (75 or 88 1bs.)

Vss. 13 - 17 - The Appropriate Offerings at the Temple

This passage lays out the proportion of the offerings for the people. The offerings are made
to the Temple through the Prince. The tax is relatively small:

For grain c. 1/60 - For oil ¢. 1/100 - For sheep c. 1/200
The Prince is to make provision for the festivals and regular services.
Vss. 18 - 25 - The Feasts

The feasts and the appropriate offerings center on the "first month" (vs. 18) and, again, "the

N first month" (vs. 21). It is clear that verse 21 refers to Passover, which is actually the first of the

spring festivals in the month of Nisan, which is the first month of the Hebrew calendar. Verse 18

seems to refer to the fall festivals which is actually the seventh month (Tishri), but the first month

of the secular year. C/-?/_



COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 46
Vss. 1 - 10 - Procedures for the Regular Offerings

These regulations are for the regular offerings on Sabbath
and New Moon. The Hebrew calendar is lunar, so new moon begins
the month and is a time for a special offering. Shabat is the weekly
day of separation and worship.

During these times the Prince has a special place for observing

the sacrifices inside the east gate of the inner court. The people can

observe only from the outer court. The proper sacrifices are

enumerated: Sabbath - six lambs, one ram, one ephah of grain (with

ram), as much as able of grain (with the lambs), a hin of oil.

New Moon - a young bull, six lambs, a ram, one ephah of grain (with bull), one ephah of grain (with
ram), as much as able of grain (with lambs), a hin of oil

Only on these days does the prince have a special observation place. On all other days he
enters and exits with the congregation.
Vss. 11 - 15 - Other Offerings

These verses set forth the daily freewill offering, burnt offerings, and peace offering. The
phrase "morning by morning" seems to indicate "continual," since the daily offering is twice a day -
morning at 9:00 AM and evening at 3 PM.
Vss. 16 - 18 - Royal Lands

The land set aside as Royal Land, or the land of the Prince must remain in the control of the
Prince. He may allow others to use it, but only until the year of "Liberty," presumably the Jubilee
Year.
Vss. 19 - 21 - Food Preparation

A kitchen is located behind the Temple to the west for the use of the priests. Four kitchens
are located on each corner of the outer court for preparation of food for the people at large. These

can be located on the diagram on page 77. O . .
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COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 47
The Millennial River and the Borders of Israel

Vss. 1 -12 - The Millennial River

This river flows from the Temple, presumably from the Holy of Holies, from the
north side of the Temple toward the east gate and then into the Vally of Kidron, and from
there to the Dead Sea. I gains depth as it flows. After the firsc 1000 cubits (1750 feet) it is
ankle deed. In another 1750 feet it is knee deep. The next 1750 feet takes it to waist deep.
The next 1750 feet takes it to deep enough to swim. This river is also mentioned in
Zachariah 14:8. It is also clearly mirrored in Revelation 22. Commentators that take this
passage symbolically have concluded it refers to:

The stream of church history

The maturing process of the Christian life

Baptism

Whatever

The precision of the geographic references argues against such subjective

interpretation
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COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 47 (CONTINUED)

The river also produces all kinds of fruit trees with healing properties and heals the Dead Sea so that

it produces all kinds of fish.
Vss. 13 - 23 - The Extent of the Chosen Land During this Period
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COMMENTARY ON EZEKIEL 48
The Tribal Arrangement in the Millennial Age
Rather than going through the text by verses I am including maps of the Ezekiel's arrangement.
There are some differences between Ezekiel's plan and the plan of Joshua, although the placement is
in the same general area. Ezekiel's plan seems to emphasize equality of territory. The territory of
the sons of Jacob by the concubines are furthest from the Temple, but this was also so in Joshua.
The closest kinship ties are together. The maps below and on the following page give the layout of

the new arrangement.

Tribal Arrangement
Joshua (13-19) Ezekiel (48:2-27)
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Tribal ancestry: Asher — Leah/Zilpah; Naphtali ~ Rachel/Bilhah; Zebulon & Issa-
char - Leah; Gad - Leah/Zilpah; Menasseh & Ephraim (sometimes Joseph alone)
- Rachel; Benjamin - Rachel; Dan - Rachel/Bilhah; Judah - Leah; Reuben -
Leah; Simeon - Leah. (Levi - under Joshua, distributed in various cities; Ezekiel
locates this tribe between the Temple and the city)
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Ezekiel's Vision of Israel’s New Boundaries
c. 571B.C.

Ezekiel'’s final vision describes the boundaries of a restored Israel, including the
allotment to each tribe and the temple. Rather than following the boundaries
traditionally occupied by the Israelites, which included Gilead east of the Jordan River
and excluded land north of Tyre, Ezekiel's new boundaries generally follow those
described by Moses in Numbers 34. Ezekiel's vision also departs from the traditional
allotment of the land among the 12 tribes and reassigns the land in horizontal bands
from north to south.
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